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-7 NI D ) Reader, Vefore you enter into the enſuing 

2 ſtory, I _ you ; obſerve two T, a 
Firſt, That I have confin'd niy{elf within th 
Limits of Truth, Joviee nets ng the ide 
any Cirtumſtance: : Secondly, That I wrote it "nebs my 
receiving Sentence of Death, all uot having taken he 
a Week, and that the Shortneſs of the Time wou'd not 
' allow me to do if in a more methodical Mauner, but 
juſt as could recal Circumſtances to my Memory ; 


whereas bad Thad more Time, I ſhould have adorn » 
- it with a proper Connexion of Matter, and a more 


” compleat Stile, ſuitable to the refin'd Ti afte of Men of 
Letters ; who unleſs a Diſcourſe be garniſh'd and ſet 
' off by the Helps of Art, do not careto peruſe it ; but 
+ as the Deſign bereof was not to tickle. the Bars, ut 

' 0 reach the Hearts of thoſe who read it, aud to warn 
Mankind to ſhun by my Misfortunes, the Snares that 
' lay in wait to eutangle them. I hope every one who 


& Reads it. will charitably and candidly, excuſe any 


- Faults or Imperfetians that will ariſe to bis View, 
I \ gud attribute ow to the Trouble I am under at the 
' "ime of Writing it; and. I intreat, | that every one 
F  epill Arm bim Th iN Lenity for the Faults, ane Pis 
| K. for rhe M FOI IRnes of rhe nbors EN 
El: -: 4. - . ye your * 
Jour pH ; Pow IS 
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Eo PRELIFR Of 
FOSEPH POWTIS, xc, 


PERF; Was bon in the Pariſh of St. Mrr- 
SPE A is in the Fields, on the 3zoth of 
2 I 22 Augn/?, in the Year 1710; what 
S paſſed in my Infancy I do not 
| remember, except that I u>s'd to 
 - © play Truant moſt enormouſly, till” I 
was old enough to conſider 1iny Loſs, When ] was 
about eight Years of Age, the famous Mr. Law, _ 
who made ſo much Noiſe in France during the 
Time of the M:/jippi Company, the Parent of FF 
our South-Sea Scheme, erected ſeveral Manufage.iz 
tures, - particularly one for $177th's Work at Hire I} 
fleur in Normandy. My Father who was eſteemed 
as '$kilful a Workman as any at that 'Time, was. 
pitch'd upon by Mr. Law tor manage that as. an - 
Overſeer, and to teach the Frenchmen the Smith's. 


" ! - b : : . 
Trade ;; He had under him thirty Eng/i/bmen, who 
on none ED 31 B | went 
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2 The LIFE of 

went over to make up work after the Engliſh Fa- 
ſhion, and as many Frenchmen and Boys to be 
taught, and had on that account a Salary of 4000 
Livres per Annum ; he took me with him, and left 
my Mother and a younger Brother here ; I have 
little to ſay concerning the Place, for I being but 
a Child, I was not capable of taking Notice of any 
thing, but paſſed my 'Time amongſt Companions 
about the ſame Size of Underſtanding with my 
ſelf; only I remember that not only Perſons of 
Maturity, but even the Children, were never bet- 
ter pleas'd than when they were doing me ſome 
kind Office, and were more eſpecially afſiduous 
in teaching me their Language, by which means 
I was ſoon capable of converſing with them ; and 
being then thought a pretty Boy, for I wore my 
own Flaxen Hair, every Houſe was open for Pe- 
tit Powis, as they us'd to call me, and happy was 
they that could have me longeſt. During the firſt 
_ four or five Months, my Father was troubled with 
&n Ague and Fever, which afflicted me as much 
as one of my Senſe was capable of ; but the firſt 
Stroke which made any thing of an Impreſſion up- 
on me was the Death of my Mother, which hap- 
pened when we had been there about half a Year ; 
my Father receiveda Letter, and on reading which 
he burſt into Tears, T asked him, What was the 
Matter ? he looking ſtedfaſtly at me, replied, your 
Mother is dead, the Words as he ſpoke them went 
thro* my very Soul, and I cry'd very heartily ; but 
however, I ſoon forgot it, my Father as ſoon as had 
| put his Buſineſs in Order, left me to the Care of an 
Engliſhman and his Wife who kept a: Houſe there, 
and went over to ſee after my Mother's Burial, 
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and it was a Month before he returned ; during 
which time, I was very II] us'd by thoſe pretend- 
ed Friends with whom he left me, and I have 
ofren refle&ted ſince if he had died what a miije- 
rable Condition I had been in ; however, in about a 
Month he returned and brought my Brother with 
him, a Child of about three Years of ' Age ; but 
while he was come to England fome Peridns had 
been endeavouring to ſupplant him, and in par- 
ticularly one Fon Watſon, a Man whom he had 
always us'd as his Boſom Friend, but whom when 
he found his Treachery, he never after wau'd admit 
him into his Company ; however, we continued 
here near half a Year longer, during which Time 
my Father had Occaſion'to go farther up into the 
Country, and having made what Obſervations he 
|. thought proper, he found that Mr. Law carried 
things too high to continue long, wherefore hav+ 
ing ſtay'd till the Year he contratted for was ex-. 
pired, he told them that he found Matters wou'd 
not anſwer much Jonger, whercfore he wou'd not 
ſtay with them but come for 7ngland; they faid 
he was miſtaken, and wou'd fain periuaded him 
to have ſtay'd, but he perſited in his Reſolution, 
and accordingly we came on Horſe-back to Havre 
de Grace, a famous fortified Town by the Seca 
Side, where we took ſhipping and arrived at Port/- 
mouth, without any thing remarkable, and came 
from thence by the Stage-Coach to LonJon, where 
my Father took Lodgings near St. Fames's ; ' here 
we continued a Year, at the End of which Time 
my Father married again, and took a Shop in 
| Chancery-Lane, where he carried on his. 'Trade, 
_ and put me to a Grammar School ; I now began _ 
| B 2 "20: 
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to be ſenſible of the Value of Learning, and to 
apply myſelf ieriouſly and heartily to it ; but alas! 
as 2 juſt Puniſhment for my formcr Negle& of it, 
now that I began to take Delight in Learning, I 
was ſnatch'd trom it, for my Father's Circum- 
ſt:imces not enabling him to bring me upto a learn- 
ed Proteſſion, he reſolved to make me a Smith, 
which was his own Buſineſs and (Heuis me miſe- 
711m) from hence may I Date all my Misfortunes, 
for I never having any great Inclination for La- 
 bour, and my Mind running upon ſomething gen- 
tec], for want of Ability to acquire the Realities, 
ſtill catch'd at Shadows, and like a be-nighted 
Traveller who follows an ignis Fatuus, have run 
into a Quagmire, from whence I fear I ſhall ne- 
ver get out again. But to proceed, .I continued 


en4uring Life (for from the Uneaſineſs of my Mind 


I cou'd never be ſaid to enjoy any Comfort in the 
Stition I] was in) about four Years, during which 
'T ime, if ever my Father ſent me of any Errand, as 
ſure as I met with any Book/eller's Shop, or Stall 
in the Way, ſo ſurely I was loſt for tome Hours, 
but nothing elſe ever detain'd me, and if I eſcap- 

ed them, I was well enough. I was about four- 
teen Years old when I firſt began to learn my 
Trade or future Dependance, as it was called, and 
had I made ir 1o, it had been better 'or me. And 
at aboux Eighteen, two young Fellows of my Ac- 
quaintince ask'd re one Lay if I had a Mind for 
a Ramble, I direaly repl.*d, with all my Heart, 
never coniulting how we were to be fed, nor whe- 
ther we were to have E/1jal's Caterers, the Ra- 
ens to bring us Proviſions; but away we went like 
three Aſſes, with each a Load at his Back ; ang 


| 
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& all put together, Beaſt and Burthens were ſcarcely 
© worth three Pence; and thus we trudg'd along, 
E thro' ſeveral Towns and Villages, ſometimes one 
© Way, and ſometimes another, not one of us rightly 
| knowing whither we were going, till we growing 
= Hungry, and not finding any niraculous Support, 
and not underſtanding the Begging Trade, began 
to think of Home, and at Jait all concluded to 
| return, which we did after a Week's Rambling ; 
and this was my firſt Step towards the Lite of a 
Gentleman. My Father and I being reconciled, I 
ſtay'd at home about a Year or near it ; but hav- 
ing once got the knack of Gadding, Home became 
intollerable, ſo 1 made another Sally ; and then 
having a Mind to do ſomething extraordinary, and 
in Order thereto, I got a few Lines in the Tra- 
gedy of Fulius Ceſar by Keart, and having clean- 
ed myſelf, away I went to Mr. Rzch, Maſter of 
| the New Play-Houſe and offered myſe}f to him, bur 
= being of a ſmall Stature, not at that time exceeding 
five .Feet, I did not gain Admittance amongſt the 
Heroes, and Demy Gods as [ expected, but was 
forced to return Home, and upon ſubmitting my-_ 
ſelf to my Father was again received, yet ſtay'd 
þ bur a ſhort time before I left him again ; but hav= _ 
© ing only my working Dreſs on, for he would nor 
| let me have my Cloaths. ” 
1 took my Opportunity when -all the Family 
were gone to ſee a Relation a little Way out of 
” Town on a Sunday, to convey myſelf into the 
| Houſe, and having broke open my Father's Cloſer, 
| there | found all my things, which I took a- 
| long with me ; but the next Morning my Fatber 
|, finding who had been there, came in ſearch after 
\ . 7 Mme, 
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6. The LIFE of 
me, and finding me, charg'd a Conſtable with me, 
and carried me before Sir Thomas Fones, a Juſtice 
_ of Peace living in Boſwell-Court, who threatned 
to ſend me to Bridewel] ; but however, upon my 
promiſing to go Home and never do the like again, 
my Father let me go home before him to make 
my Peace with my Mother-in-Law, inſtead where- 
of I went to an Acquaintance, and told him of 
the Indignity which I imagin'd was put upon me, 
and ask'd his Advice what I ſhould do, he faid, his 
Advice to me was by any means to go home and ſtay 
with my Father. | 
 Bvr it being near the Time of Bartholomew- 
Fair, 1 went to one Mr. Miller who had a Booth at 
the Ducen's-Arms by the Sheep-pens, and to him 
| Tengaged myſelf for one of the Guards to _ 

Dido during the Fair ; when the Fair was ended [ 
went with one D — oz into Syrrey to a little Mars- 
| ket Town called Darking ; we being about ten 
Men and Women, by the Way as we went he 
made us mountainous Promiſes of Gain, which 
wou'd accrue to us by his being intimate with 
moſt of the Head People of the 'Town ; and when 
we came there we found that they knew him in- 
deed, and that he had been there before, but 
had behaved himſelf in ſuch a ſcandalous Man- 
ner, that none of them wou'd come near us, 
nor encourage us : So that being almoſt ſtary'd, we 
from thence went next to Horſham in Suſſex, where 
we far'd ſtill worſe, for I was put fo much to 
my Shifts, that Lodging in a little 'Tenement be- 
longing to an Inn, but a-part from the Houſe, I 
got into the Kitchen Window ſundry times, and 
' took away Victuals and Flower to make TOO 
| al 


way a new Pair belonging to the Maſter of the 


| the Sole from the Upper-Leather of one of my 


ing the time of my being a Gentleman) before I 
| had been there a Quarter of an Hour in comes 


fetching down more very near my Head, which 


Josrtyn Powts, Wer: --: 9 
and wanting a Pair of Shoes, I one Night took a- 


Houſe, which the next Day I put on and very im- 
pudently wore thro' the Town; the Man who 
own'd the Shoes hearing that one of the Players 
had got a new Pair (which was a great Wonder) 
he came the next Morning to my Room and knew 
the Shoes; but however, knowing the Condition 
we were in, he contented himſelf with threat- 
ning me ſeverely if ever I came there again, and 
ſo let me go about my Buſineſs, with a great Pair 
of old Shoes on, into either whereof I could 
have thruſt both my Feet with eaſe ; however, I 
went along with a heavy Heart, and being Clay 
Ground and having rain'd lately, I was often ſtuck 
faſt ; at laſt my Foot ſticking and I pulling, pulF'd 


great Shoes, at the ſame time it began to rain very 
furiouſly, I was now ina worſe Condition than ever, 
but making all the Haſte my unarmed Foot wou'd 
let me, at laſt I ſpy'da Barn cloſe by the Road, 
and it being about Noon, the Men were all gone 
to Dinner, which however I knew not, but L 
went in and covered myſelf all over in the Peaſe 
which lay therein for threſhing (I have forgot to tell 
you that I had made away with all my Cloths dur- 


the Men and falls to threſhing moſt furiouſly, and 
ever and anon, I cou'd hear them ruſtling, and 


oblig'd me to creep into the Peaſe for Shel- 
ter ; however, Night coming on they went a- 
way and left me to confider by myſelf a. | 

- ” d 
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had beſt todo; I reſolved after alittle Conſideration 
to go back again, and crawling out to put my 
Deſign in force, I found a curious Fowling-Piece 
thruſt in amongſt the Peaſe, which I not having 
any preſent Uie for left it behind me, and made 
the beſt of my Way for Horſham ; when I came 
there it was 1o late that almoſt every Body was 
gone to Bed, ſo that I was not ſeen by any one ; 


} went to the Inn directly and mounted up into 


the Hay-Lofr, where I lay ſtill till T faw a proper 


Time, and then went in at the Window as for- 
merly, and inſtead of going to the Pantry as I us'd 
to do, I got the Door of the publick Room open, 
where I found a Pair of Boots and Stockings which 


T put on, and then forc'd open a Cupboard in the 


Bar, from whence I took a Bottle of Rum, a Piece 
of Loat Sugar, three Lemons and one Shilling in 


' Half-pence ; having got what I thought fitting 


there, I went to the Pantry and refreſh'd myſelf 
very comfortably with a Piece of cold Pye there, 
and took a Loaf along with my other Plunder, and 
hid it altogether in the Hay-Loft, and then Jaid my- 
ſelf down to reſt for I was very weary ; there I 
continued all that Day until they were gone to 


Bed at Night, and then went to my uſual En- 


trance, bur nothing was there to be carried away 
but a Handkerchief and a Belt, and filling my 
Belly went away again to rooſt in the Hay-Loft, 
as naturally as if IT had been bred there ; the 
People of che Houſe finding their Proviſions waſte 
in the Night, almoſt as faſt as they did in the Day, 
had a Mind to know what hungry Spirit it was 


that haunted their Houſe; in order thereto the 


Maſter of the Houſe and our Heroe Dutton get- 


% —_ am at 
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Joszpn Pownrs, tc. 9 
ting each of them a furious lonz Gun charg'd, lay 
in wait for the Spirit who they ſuſpected to be their 
Hoſftler, and whom they had turned away upon 
that Account ; but that Night having a mind to 
ſome Beer in the Town, and to hear what Dit- 
courſe paſs'd concerning my Exploits, I went to a 
Houſe with Hay-bands round my Boots, Waiſt 
and Hat, which was flouch'd, and thus thinking 
not to be known, bur I was miſtaken, for they 
knew my Face and Voice, and before I had been 
out a Quarter of an Hour it was known all over 
the Town, that the little Player was ſeen there ; 
the People of the Houſe were no longer at a Loſs. 
to know who had plunder'd them, and inſtead of 
waiting for me they reſolved to ſearch all over the 
Town but they wou'd find me if there, while 0- 
thers were diſpatch'd along the Roads to over-take 
me if I were gone. eg Cs 

Now was I got to my Neſt again, not think- 
ing I ſhou'd been diſcovered, but was ſcarce gone 
to ſleep e're I felt a Hand pult me up from the 
Hay where I lay, ſaying to me at the ſame time, 
Ha ! Mr. Powis, have we gotten you, looking up 
at this in a very great Surprize, I perceiv'd the 
Maſter of the Houſe, Dutton and another Man ; 
they carried me into the Publick Room and be- 
gan to examine me, but partly thro' ſurprize, and be= 
ing waked out of my Sleep, and not having a*Mind 
that they ſhould know any more than they could 
find out, I ſpoke not a Word ; they then went to 
my Neſt, and examining it, found the Things 
which 1 told you of before ; upon ſeeing which, 
and the Boots and Stockings making the Matter 
clearer, I told them how I got in ; and in ſhort, 

C ownd 
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own'd the Whole of every 'Thing. "ey then 
ſent for a Conſtable and charg'd me, and went to 
ſee if the Juſtice was at Leiſure, but he, it ſeems, 
was gone out of 'Town: (So thought I, I have 
ſpun my ſelf a fine 'Thread to ſwing to Heaven in) | 
And they hired thereupon a couple of ſturdy Fel- 
p lows to fit up with me, who were reckoned the | 
| ftouteſt Men in the whole Town; ſo I thought 
if I got from them, it muſt be by ſome Policy or 
_ other. | 
N o w were all the Family gone to Bed and left 
me, and the two Fellows, with Beer and Tobacco 
| before us enough to make us all drunk ; of which) 
I pretended to drink very heartily, and took the 
Pot oftner than it came to my Turn, and at laſt 
pronces to fall faſt aſleep, and ſnored enormouſly, 
ut at the ſame 'Time heard all they ſaid : Z— as, 
ſays one, how ſound the poor Fellow ſleeps not- 
withſtanding his Zisfortune: Ab, ays the Second, 
being almoſt as faſt aſleep, really as I was ſeem- 
ingly. Fack, cries the Firſt, you are aſleep : No, 
ſays the Second, but I am very ſleepy; do let we 
ſleep for au Hour and then wake me, and. Ill 
watch while you ſleep: Agreed, ſays the Firſt, 
and 1o the Second ſettled himſelf to ſleep, and in 
| a Quarter of an Hour the firſt overtook him : As 
ſoon as I found they were both faſt, I roſe and 
went*towards the Place where they had hung the 
| Boots, which they had pull'd off as foon as they 
- had took me ; But before I could get at *em, the 
Maſter of the Houſe wak'd, and not hearing any 
Noiſe, calls to one of them by his Name, who not 
anſwering, he jump'd out of Bed, and came down 
Stairs to wake them: I, as ſoon as I heard him 
LY move, 


Þ (+ 
[ 
þ +: 
l 
[! 
; 


Es.” WE 6... Win 


Jostren Powls, Gc. 11 


move, got into my Place, and was as faſt aſleep 
as ever; prithee, ſays he to them, dou't ſleep, 
you'll let the Man get away: On which they rouz'd ; 


no, ſays they, we won't. Upon which the Maſter of 


the Houſe went up to Bed again, and in a few 
Minutes my Guards were relaps'd into a State of 
Inſenſibility. T got down the Boots, open'd the 
inner Door, went into the Yard, and opening the 
Yard Door, went juſt without, and was going to 
draw them on when the Door fell too with a Noiſe 
that ſhook the whole Houſe, which made me run 
with them in my: Hand all along the Dirt, till 1 
came to a little kind of a Hove], which was open, 
and in I went ; and having drawn them on as well. 
as I could for my wet Stockings, and finding no 
Body purſued me, I proceeded forward on my 
Journey for London, as knowing it was not my Bu- 
ſincſs to remain in thoſe Parts. POE ORD 

As ſoon as I was got about half a Mile from 
the Town, I came to a very large Common, and. 
for my Life I could not find my Way out, ſo that 
I was forc'd to take Shelter in an old Cow-houſe, 
which was filld with Bundles of Flax, amongſt. 
which I lay ſtill till Day-light, when the Owner 


came that Way, and finding his Flax tumbled, he 


went to put it in Order again, in doing which, he 
uncover'd me, and ask'd me what I did there; I 
toid him that I got a little in Liquor the Night be- 
fore, and could not find my Tay out of the Common, 
fo was oblig'd by the Cold to take Shelter there: 
It happen'd chat he knew nothing at all of my Sto- 
ry or me; ſo laughing at my telling how I had- 
wander'd round the Common, put me in my Road, . 
which I purſued, not without Fears that every one. 
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12 The LIFE of 
was come to re-take me. However, I met nothing 
remarkable till I came to Darking, into which I 
would not enter till dark Night. And as I was 
going through the Town, I heard a Door open, 
and turning my Head to the Noiſe, I faw a Wo- 
man, who call'd to me to come to her. I came, 


'turn'd to another Woman, and faid, It is he ſure 
enough ; and ſays to me, Come in, left any Body 
ſhould ſee you : So I went in, and they proved the 
People who uſed to waſh my Linnen. Whilſt I was 
in this Town, they told me, I muſt take Care of my 

| ſelf, for every Body in this Town knew of my Ex- 


eſcaped, had been to ſeek after me; but not find- 
ing I had been there, concluded that I was gone ano- 
ther way, and ſo returned, We all wonder'd that 
they neither ſaw me, nor I them, for I came along 
the main Road: They ſaid, they fancied it was 


adwviſmg me not to ſlay near the Town, but make 
the beft of my Way for London: I faid, that was 
my Intent, and 10 took my Leave of them. 


and hid myſelf till Night, and then returned 
into Town , and getting into a Farm Houſe 
I took away two or three Books, a Knife 


| and Fork, a Penknife, a pair of Scizars, a filver 


| * Spoon, a couple of Handkerchiefs, and ſome other 
/ rifles, and ſome Victuals, and ſo in the Morn- 
* ing purſued my Journey for Loudon; but it 
rained hard moſt Part of that Day, ſo that I could 
not reach London that Night ; but coming to a 
Place call'd Stockwell, where my Mother-in-Law's 


and ask*'d her what ſhe would have with me; She 


ploits, and that the two Men from whom I had 


me as ſoon as they heard the Noiſe of my Boots, 


' ByrT I went but a little Way' out of Town 


Father 
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F:ther kept a Publick Houſe, I went into the 
Back-yard, wherein was a Barn, and they had been. 
Shreſhing Wheat that Day, and had Jain the Straw 
& Trufles under a kind of Penthouſe, I got in 
Bmongſt them, and lay very warm that Night ; 
nd about the middle of the Night I heard ſome- 
Rhing alive, as I thought, amongſt the Straw, I 
Hiſt ned attentively, and at laſt perceived it to be 
Fery near me, 1o that I laid hold of it, and per- 
Seivd that it was one of the Female Sex ; who 
Frighten'd at finding ſomebody there, cry*d, who's 
B/cre : 1 reply'd, Here's no Body that will hurt 
bz. She then faid ſhe was put Apprentice to a 
Wantua-Maker, who, becauſe her Friends lived a. 
preat Way off, uſed her ſo hard, as obliged her to 
Jeave.them; and that the was going down to her 
Friends who lived at Canterbury, It being very 
Cold, we crept cloſe together, and, in ſhort, I 
Found her to be a good-natur'd tractable Girl, and 
Having tired our ſelves, we by Conſent fel) ro Neep, 
nd in the Morning, when I awoke, I found my 
Bed-fellow gone, and the 'Threſhers come to work, 
by Reaſon whereof I was forc'd to lye ſtill till Night. 
# As ſoon as it was dark, I went to an Ale-houſe, 
Band calld for three Pints of Beer one after ang- 
ther, which put me in ſuch a merry Mood, that IL 
(ent to the Straw again and began to Sing, fo 
loud, as brought ſeveral People about the Place, 
Who very civily ler me make an end of my Song, 
and then began to uncover my little 'Tenement, 
and drawing me forth, they conducted me into the 
Houſe where my Mother-in-Law then was, who 
knew me, and was glad to ſee me ; deſired me to 
Iltay there, and very kindly ſaid, ſhe world engage 
' co 
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fo reconcile my Father to me, if I was willing, 
which I very gladly embraced, for I was much 
ſuch another naked Figure as I am at this Preſent, 
having made away all my Cloaths and Linnen, and 
in ſhort every Thing I had. In about three Day: 
j my Father came there, and all was made up; and 
" _ the next Morning he took me home with him, and 
F I once more began to ſettle to work, and I held 
out pretty well all the Winter: But Summer ap-We 
proaching, and I being cloath'd again, could not 
content my ſelf, but left him once more. | 

I ConTixueD ſhifting about without doing any 
bafe 'Trick for near a Month ; going to fee firſt 
one Acquaintance, and then another, till they were 
1 all tired of me: And one Day I went to fee Fc 
4 ſeph Paterſon, a young Fellow, a Player, who had 
" been in the Country with me: He ask'd me if I 
bad a Mind to att a Part in the Tragedy of the Earl 
of Eſſex for a Friend of his. 1 conſented, and 
went with him to J}/indmilI-Hill, which is a com- 
mon Reſort for all the conceited idle young Fel-i 
lows in Town : Every one fancies himſelf to be a 

Cicero, or a Betterton, when ſcarcely one in a Hun- 
| dred can ſpeak Engliſh : However, I receiv'd my 
| Part, and the Day was fix'd, and Bills were ſtuck 

| . up, (the Part of Lord Burleigh, by a young, Gen- 

| leman who never perform'd there before) which 
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| | was my Part. But when I came upon the Stage, 
| | had even Heraclitus been a Spe&tator, he wouid 
 _ have burſt his Sides with laughing at my Figure: 
| For inſtead of a rich Suit, agreeable to the Cha- 


racter I repreſented, they had provided me an old 
| Miſer's Coat which reach'd down to my Ankles; 
| and ] having never a clean Shirt, and my black 
W-. | Handi 
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E1ands and Face, all together, concurr'd to make 
' Wine a very uncommon Hero: And the People 
Yaughing at me, put me fo out of Countenance, as 
Enade the Performance like my Dreſs, very indif- 
Wcrent. 
: | Howeves, it being over, home I came, and 
coming through Ludgate, a Gentleman had fell 
Edown and- loſt three Guineas and ſome Silver out 
of his Pocket, of which he had found one Guinea 
Yacain before I came. I ſeeing a Croud, ask'd, what 
E was the Matter, and was inform'd by one of the 
EBy-Standers, upon which I went and ſearch'd for 
I them, and found the other two: I gave the Gen- 
WW tleman one, and kept the other my ſelf unknown 
*Wro him. The Gentleman return'd me 'Thanks in 
a very handſome Manner, and defired I would ac- 
cept of a Pint of Wine, which I did, and then 
# came home, having more Money than I had been 
Maſter of at once for ſome Time before. 
Bu r that being gone, I was at a Loſs what 
to do for more: And one Night coming late, or 
K rather early, home from /:ndmili-Hin, 1 wander'd 
{ up Chancery-Lane, and it beginning to rain, I went 
| into a little Hole under the Maſte#' in Chancery's 
Office, where 1 continued fo.long, till it began to 
be Office Time, and People began to be about, fo 
that I could nor get out without being ſeen ; where- 
fore I lay there all Day, and heard People walk - 
and talk very near me ; and turning about ſome- 
thing too quick, it caus'd me to fall with my Head 
Juſt againſt ſome Lath and Plaiſter which belong'd 
to the Office, 1o violently, that I broke down Part 
thereof, and could ſee into the Office very plainly. 
But it happened that no Body was near at that 
EEG Time, 
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_ not ſeen. This inſpire1 me with a Thought which 


Ing ſearch'd all about, I was coming away in de 


_ Market-Day, I ſaw a Countryman receive ſome 


Nop 'Thief, T turned about to the Noiſe, and ſaw 
a Man running towards where I was, purſued by 


_ droy'd ſomething (which no-body happened to ſee 
_ - was ſtop'd; I took up what he drop'd, which to 
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Time, and it being in a very dark Corner, it wa 


I had not before, which was to make the Hole be. 
ger, and get into the Office, and ſee if there wa 
any thing worth bringing away: And accordingly 
at Night I put my Deſign in Execution, and hay- 
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ſpair not finding any thing worth bringing wit 
me ; when I happened to look into a little Cup- 


board juſt by the Chimney, where they pu 


Small-Coal, Candle, Ec. and I felt a Bag, which 
pulling it out I found therein about Fifty Shilling; 
3n Silver, and a Green Purſe, in which was four 
Guineas, and four half Guineas ; I was over-joyed 
with my Purchaſe, but it did not laſt me above 


a Week, and then 1 was forc'd to Pawn what 


'Fhings I had bought till all was gone, and then 
1 began to look ſharp again. 


Bur happening to come croſs. .Smithfield on a 


Money. for Cattle he had ſold, which he put into 
a grealy Leathern Bag ; I was going along, not 
thinking any thing, when I heard an Out-cry of 


ſeveral People, and juſt as he came by - me he 
but mc) which he had no ſooner done bur he 


my great Surprize I perceived was the Leather 
Pouch of Money I ſaw in the Countryman's 
Hand ; I never ſtay'd to ſee what became of the 
Man, but went to an Ale-houſe and calling for a 
Pint of Beer, IL ask'd for the N Is, 
ae 3 whic 
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which being ſhewn> me, I there examined the Con- 
tents, and found therein Forty-two Guineas and a 
half, five 'Three and twenty Shilling Pieces of 
Gold, and a Moidore, five Shillings and fix Pence 
in Silver, making in all Fifry-two Pounds ; I was 
aſtoniſhed at becoming Maſter of ſo much Money, 
þut taking the half Guinea and the Silver out from 
the reſt I put that looſe in my Pocket, and put all 
the reſt of the Gold into my Green Purſe, and 
threw the Leather Pouch down the Vault, and go- 
ing in I paid for my Beer, and went home very 
well fatisfied with my Day's Work, without once 
thinking of the poor Wretch who drop'd it, who 
was got into the Hands of the Mob, that have as 
little Mercy on Gentlemen of his Profeſſion, as a 
Kite has upon a Chicken when he tears it in Pieces 
and devours it. | | 
I livd in great Splendor whilſt this Money 

laſted, which was not a Month, for I let it go al- 
moſt as freely as it came ; but when it was gone I 
was put to my Shifts again, and going down 
Chancery-Lane one Morning betwixt Three and 
Four a-Clock, I had a tancy to get into the Chancery 
Coffee-bouſe, imagining to find ſomething conſide- 
rable in the 'Till, which is uſually in Publick. 
Houſes ; but getting down the Area which is be- 
fore the Houſe, I found I cou'd not get in at the 
Kitchen Window as I meant, ſo I went into the 
Coal Vault which is under the Street, and getting 
behind a Board lay/ there all Day undiſcovered, 
and in the dusk of the Evening flipped into the 
Hauſe, and hid myſelf in a Chimney in the Back- 
Kitchen which was full of Lumber, untill they 
were gane to Bed, and then came forch 3 I went 
ESL] > US > directly 
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diredtly to the Bar but found no Till there, only 
about three Shillings in Halt-pence upon a Shelf, 
and a large Silver Spoon and ſeveral ſmall ones, 
to about the Value of thirty Shillings, three Cam- 
brick Handkerchicfs, and about a Pound of 'Tea, 
two Cakes of Chocolate, and a large Lump of 
double refin'd Sugar, and ty'd themup in a 
Cloth. I had neither Eat nor Drank for near thirty 
Hours, ſo I took a Bit of Bread and Butter, and 
* made about a Quart of Punch which I Drank ; and 
| juſt as I had done, and was coming away, I heard 
. ſomebody coming down Stairs, who were ſo near 
that I could not get out, but was forc'd to run 
down and hide myſelf in a Hole behind the Stairs, 
where they put broken Glaſs, and having pull'd off 
my Shoes becauſe they ſhould not hear me, as I 
went up and down the Houſe, I cut my Feet a+ 


moneſt the Glaſs. 'The Maid who was got up to 


waſh did not go into the Coffee-Room, but came 
down Stairs, and went into the Kitchen to ſtrike a 
Light, which gave me an Opportunity to get up 
Stairs. I put on my Shoes and opened the Door 
and went out with my Booty, without being 
heard or ſeen, and went from thence to my old 
Randezvous, the Office where I had a Fancy to 
go in again, finding the Hole not ſtopt up, which 
T did, and finding the Drawer of the Great 'Table 
lock'd, I with ſome Difficulty got it open, and 
found therein upwards of four Pounds: in Silver, 
and half a Guinea in Gold, and ſeveral 'Trifles, 

as a Pocket-Book fprnidy's with Silver, a Silver 
Seal, and amongſt ſome Papers I found three Let- 
ters of ſo extraordinary a Nature, that I knowing 
the Hand in which two of them was Wrnen, Mr 
RN 52 | tnem 
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them in my Pocket, they belong'd to 


an Opportunity I began to read them, but they 
were ſo very ſhocking that I could not go thro” 
them, one was Anonymous, the other two were 
fign'd, Molly Soft-buttocks. ny 

* 1 unwarily ſhew'd them as ſomething very un- 
© common to ſeveral People, ſome of whom owe- 


ing me no Good-will, induſtriouſly ſpread a Re- 


port that I wasa Sodomite, and that I thereby got 


my Living, urging as a Proof thereof, what a 
great deal of Money I ſpent, which they ſaid, IL 


could not get honeſtly, (there they were right) 
and what contributed to this Report, was my go- 


ing one Evening to pay a Viſit to ſome young 
Women in the City, where I had been intro- 
duced ſome time before by an Acquaintance ; I 
had Occaſion to take out a Letter-Caſe, in which 
they were amongſt my other Papers, and inſtead. 
of putting it into my Pocket again, I put it be- 
ſide, and it fell to the Ground. As I went in 
Quality of a Suitor to one of them, the Privi- 
ledge which it is natural for a young Woman to 


take over thoſe, who profeſs themſelves Slaves ta 


her Beauty, and a Female Curioſity concurring, 


caus'd them to examine it; in order thereto my 


Miſtreſs and her Companion, who firſt ſaw it, be- _ 


ing unwilling to be diſturbed by any Perſon in 


the peruſual thereof, had lock'd themſelves into 
a Cloſet, and there .amongſt the reſt they found 


the aforeſaid Letters, which they needed not to 
read thro', for the Subject was plainly to be 
diſcerned at firſt Sight, or even by the Name # 
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. Clerk to the Maſters, and were in his 
Drawer; as ſoon as I got to a Place where I had 
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the Bottorn. ' By this Time I miſs'd my I etter- 
Caſe, and running back, I ask'd if any Body had 
ſeen it ? my Miſtreſs who came to the Door, ! re- 
plied very tmartly, Ts, Miſs Tooke, there. F. 1s, 
1 was not able to ſpeak for'a Mintite or twi$; 1 
was ſo confounded ; for as I came along 1 faney'd 
that if they read it they would then certainly be- 
lieve that Report which before they had op- 
poſed; at laſt T took Courage to ask her, what ſhe 
meant by calling me ſo ? ſhe replied, the Gentle- 
man who was waiting for me under the PiZZa 
would infermy.me ; 1 knew by this that they had 
read them, for one of them began thus (Dear 
Miſs Sukey Tooke) and appointed an Aſigna- 
tion under the Pizza in Covent-Gardeu ; I proteſt- 
ed that T was no way concerned in them, and 
told them who they belonged to ; in ſhort ſhew- 
ed his Focket-Book , which was garniſh'd with 
Silver, and had his Name It, of the ſame Hand 
with the two Letters ; ; and the Knowledge of my 
Innocence added ſuch force and energy to my 
Aſſeverations, that they believed me innocent ; 

but finding the il Conſequence of carrying them 
about me, I by the Advice of a Friend burnt 
them, and in a little Time after, the World 
finding my Behaviour to contradict thoſe Reports, 
as it had always done, began to forget them, and 
to eſteem me again as a Man who had always too 
great an Inclination for the Fair Sex, ever to be 
concerned with ſuch Monſters, who if I could have 
my Defire, ſhould not live to enjoy the common 
Advantage of Nature, but be cut off as they do 
mad Dogs to prevent Miſchief, 


Burt 
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which the Man hearing, turn'd his Head and faw 
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| Byr to proceed, I continued ithewing my Parts 
in the Theatrical Way as I had Time to ſpare, 


or in plain Engliſh when I had no Money left ; far 


whenever I had Money I frequented the Coffee» 


houſes and the Billiard-Tables (which was the 


only Game wherein I took delight) and the Phay- 
houfe as a Spectator ; and ſometinies I paſſed a 
few Hours with fome Herione whoſe Converiati- 


on was any Way engaging ; and in ſhort loſt na 
Opportunity of puſhing forewards that "Time 
| which fled away too faſt of itſelf, : 


Bur my laſt Booty being gone, I was at Loſz 
what to do for more, when I one Morning went 
into St. D4n/tar”'s Church, and no body being there 
but the Sexo who opened the! Doors, I unſkeery 


of him got up into one of the Gallaries, and hiq 


myfelf till Night, and then I ſcarch'd about buy 
could not do any thing, for the next Day being a 


Holy -day, the Ringers came into the Church and 


began to ring by twelve that Night, and I could 
fee them as I lay hid, but durſt not ftir leaſt they 
ſhould ſee me, ſol was forced to lye ſtill till 
Twelve the next Day at Noon, at which Timg 


, they all went out of the Church, and rhe Sexton 
lock'd the Doors, I got out of my little Eaſe and 


came down Stairs, and began to look about. me 
to ſee what I could find, when Lo! to my great 
Difturbance the Sextcy came in again; I was ina 
Few where they kept the Curtains belonging to the 
Charch-warden's Pew, 1 hearing the Door open, 
turn'd about to get out, which doing haſtily, 1 
ftruck my Foot againſt the Side of the Pew, with 
fuch force as ſounded quite thro' the Church, 


me, 
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me, and inſtead of coming diretly to me, he 
went back to faſten the Door, which gave me an 
Opportunity of retreating into my Hole again, 
where I lay ſo quiet and ſecure that he could not 
find me, tho* he very cunningly called aloud, 
(where are you) imagining perhaps, that I would 
be ſuch a Fool as to tell him; but after about 
two Hours Employment for himſelf, and another 
Man whom he called to help him, they gave o- 
ver their fruitleſs Search, imagining I had eſcaped 
out of the Church, and left me to proceed when 
1 ſaw convenient. TI lay ſtill untill the next Morn- 
ing by Day-break, which was a little after two 
a-Clock, and in two or three little Cupboards 
which were under the Seats, I found ſome old fa- 
ſhion'd Common-Prayer Books garniſh'd with Sil- 
ver, which I pulled off and fold for 12 Shillings, 
and as many Books as I ſold for near as much, and 
mn the Morning I went out when they opened 
the Door for Prayers unſeen. 
© AND that Evening going to a Houſe in Ram- 
Alley in Fleet-ſtreet to fee an Acquaintance, I faw 
a Woman bringing ſome Goods into the Ground- 
Room, and faſten'd the Door with a Padlock 
when ſhe went away again, I ſeeing that there was 
ne'er a Bed in the Room, concluded that no-body 
lay there ; fo I reſolved to pay a Viſit that Night 
to theſe New-Comers ; ſo going up to my Ac- 
quaintance and ſtaying till Nine a-Clock, I took 
my Leave and came down Stairs, but inſtead of 
going out I hid myſelf in the Cellar (which was 
left open for the Conveniency of the Lodgers go- 
ing to the Neceflary-houſe) till Day-break, when 
opening the Pad-lock with an old Nail, I went in, 
and ſearching the Cheſt of Drawers, in one of 
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the Upper-Drawers I found a little Box, in which 


was a Guinea and two plain Gold Rings, and 
there was looſe in the Drawers, two Pair of ſmall 
old faſhion'd Silver Buckles, and ſome other 'Trifles ; 
and ſeeing by the Cloths which were in the Drawer 
that they were poor People, I took nothing elſe but 
the Gold and ſo came away. Going the next Day to 
ſee one who was acquainted there as well as I, he 
told me the Woman who had loſt the 'Things ſuf- 
pected me, by my coming there ſo often when 


all People who had any Buſineſs to depend upon, 


were oblig'd to mind it. The Woman was ſo 


much in the Right, that my Conſcience told me 


I ought to be taken up for it, and that it I went 
there I certainly ſhould, 1ſo I refrain'd going there 


for near three Quarters of a Year, but of that in 


its. proper Place, I began now to grow more and 
more out of Repair every Day. | 
Anp one Day going by the Book/eller's Shop 
at the Corner of St. Clement's Church-Yard, where 
I had ſold one of the Prayer Books I ſtole out 
of St. Dauſtan's Church ; T was laid hold on upon 
this Occaſion, the Book I had fold him belong'd 
to one Mrs. Sparling in Chancery-Lane, and ſhe 
had been to ſeveral ookſellers Shops enquiring 
for a Second-Hand Common-Prayer Book with 
Cuts, in hopes to meet with her own ; and com- 
ing to this Shop, he ſhewed her the very Book 


the wanted, Sir, ſays ſhe, this is my Book, where 


had you it (juſt at that Inſtant I was coming by 
the Window, and meeting an old School-fellow, 
I ſtoptto talk with him) the Man replies, by For- 
tune there ftauds the Man who ſold it to me ; ſays 
ſhe, he is a Thief, and bas ſtole it, whereupon 

© 
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the Man came to the Door, and ſaid, he wanted 
to ſpeak with me; I went in boldly, tho' my Con- 
W Afcience told me that I had done 1omerhing amiſs, 
| but 1 had forgot the Book ; fays he, did you not 
fell me this Book, Yes, fays 1; pray fays ſhe, how 
Nl rame you by it © 1 aid, I had it of ſomebody to el, 
'} making what Lame excuſes I could think of ; but 
i they not being oblig'd to believe me, threatned 
Mme with a Com/table, and a Goal was to be my Ha- 
bitation immediately ; but however, ſhe recolle&- 
ing ny Face, ask'd me if my Name was not Pozis, 
| to which I replying in the Afirmative, the good 
F natur'd Woman ſhed 'Tears, faving, I am ſorry for 
4 you, and for your poor Father, to whom inſtead of 
Seing a Comfort, you are the Cauſe of all the Sor- 
row he endures; 1o telling the Man of the Shop 
who I was, he was fo mov'd with Compaſſion of 
the Relation, that he let her have the Book, and 
Jet me go upon my Promiſe to bring him the 
Money he gave me for it, next Day ; but I not 
having it ready by the Time, have been afham'd 
'to go near him ſince, which 4s the natural Tem- 
per of all Mankind, not to be aſhamed of the Sin 
*tho? never ſo heinous, but if they are oblig'd to 
.make Reparation, or only even an ingenuous Ac- 
knowledgement of it, O ! *tis ſuch a Shame as 
Forſooth no Man of Spirit can bear.  _ 
[| | In about a Week after I went to a Paſtry- 
| Cook's. Shop in Fleet-fireet, next Door to Mr. 
q Pinchbeck's, and bought a Penny Tart, and ſeeing 
| them put the Money in the Drawer, in which to 
| my thinking there wasa good deal, the Devil gave | 
| me a Jog 'by the Elbow, and T took the Hint im- 
| 'Mmediately, wherefore T knowing the TRE; Ln | 
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againſt a Basket-or Hamper, which I remember'd 
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Night climb'd up the Iron Sign which is fix'd in a 
Poſt at the Hele-in-the-Wall, and getting over two 


or three Balconies, I got into the one Pair of Stairs 
Window, and fo proceeded into the Shop, but was 
diſappointed, for there was not a Half-penny in 
the Drawer ; but becauſe I would not come in for 
nothing, I eat what I car'd for, and then loadin 


myſelf with Macaroons, Hcart-Cakes, Ec and 


or 8 Quarterns of a Pound Pots of Portugal 


Snuff, and ſome Books, I came away very hea- 


vy for having been 1o diſappointed. Es 
AND in a Day or two I went to the Shop, 
and they were then talking of it, and the Wo- 
man of the Houſe had a Perſon lodg'd with her, 
who pulled out a Gold repeating Watch, and faid, 


T ſuppoſe they came to ſeek for this, but *tis not 


every Key will open the Lock of my Drawers ; I 
thought with myſelf I wou'd have a Trial if that 
were in her Drawers, whether the Locks wou'd 
keep me out; I knowing where the Drawers 
ſtood, ſo that Night I mounted up again my ſca- 
ling Ladder, ſtanding in the fame Place where itdid 
before, and opening che Window Shutter I heard a. 
Treading of one without Shoes, and ſomething Kick 


” 


ſtood 'in the Room ; upon which I jump'd over 


the Balconies and flid down the Iron, with as much 
Apgility. as ever a Tumbler in Bartholomew-Fair 
cou'd down a Rope; but before I was well down 


1 could ſee a Man in his Shirt, who called out 


very loudly, Stop him, Stop him, but the Night 
being very dark, and 1 being well dreſs'd in adark 


colour'd Suit, and ſeeing no-body ncar me in the 


Jz Street. 
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| Street I walk*d very ſoberly away, as knowing he 


could not ſee me, and ſo went off clear. 
A xD being diſappointed here I went into the 
Fields, and in a melancholy Mood I fat down un- 


der a Hay Rick, and after tir'd myſelf with re- 


flecting upon my preſent Way of Life, I fell into 
a Kind of ſlumber ; and as I lay there, me-thought 
ſomebody ſaid to me, Run, Run, Fly for your 
Life, for you are purſued, if you are taken you will 
be hang d; I ſtarted up thereupon, and the Ter- 


ror.of Mind which I was under at that Time, had 
ſuch an Effect upon me, that great Drops of 
Sweat ſtood upon my Face ; but looking round 


me, and ſeeing no-body near me, I pleas'd myſelf 
very much to find it was but a Dream, and ſo lay 
down again to ſleep, and dream'd that I was in 


| the very Place where I was aſleep, and that a Man 


came to me, and ſaid, Toung Man you muſt go a- 
way from hence, for if I ſhould ſuffer you to remain 


here, I ſhould expetf a Fudgment to fall upon 
every thing I have, ſo go away, or I'll fetch a Con- 
ftlable who ſhall oblige you to go ; upon that 1 
awak'd, and got up, but finding it ſtill dark, I 


went all round the Hay Rick to ſee if any Body 


was there, and was ſo ſtrongly pofſeſ'd of the 


Image I had ſeen in my Sleep, thar I call'd out 


' twice or thrice, /ho's there ® but no-body an- 
ſwering, I laid down again, but could not get any 
_ Sleep till Day-light, about which Time 1 flum- 
| ber'd again, when me-thought my Father ſtood 
| before me, and looked very fixedly upon me, 
_ aid to me, O! Son, will you never take warning 
till Fuſtice over-takes you © The Time will comes 


when you will wiſh, but too late, that you had 
| been 
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been ruled by me; I ſtarted up under an inex- 
preſible Horror of Mind, and wander'd qway 
from that Place, I know not whither, rill the 
$11 was about two Hours high, and then I went 


- to the Thames with intent to waſh, but being half 


undreſs'd, I was poſſeſs'd with a Belief thar if I 
went into the Water I ſhould be drown'd; ſo 
putting on my Clothes again, I came away fully 


reſolving to get home again if it were poſſible to 
be reconciled to my Father ; but as I was going 


along I met a young Man who owed me three 
Shillings and Six-pence, who ask'd me to drink 
with him, which I accepted, and went into the 


firſt Publick Houſe we came to, where he paid 


me, and treated me with ſome Punch, in which T 
waſhed away all thoſe good "Thoughts I had en- 
tertained. 1420/0 Rn 

I have mentioned theſe Paſſages to ſhew the 


Strength of a Man's Conſcience, called by ſome 
Melancholy, by others, Vapours, &c. When 1 
-parted from him, I went to a Friend's Houſe, 
complaining that I was not very well, whereupon 
they ask'd me to lye down, which was what I 


wanted ; for thro* want of reſt and drinking the 


Punch faſting, I cou'd ſcarce hold up my Head 
1 was ſo drowly. I fleep'd there near five Hours 
without moving, and when I wak'd found myſelf 


very hungry, and tho* they preſs'd me to ſtay 


and Sup with them (far it was almoſt Night) I 
would not, but asking Pardon for being ſo trouble- 


ſome, and faying, I fear'd I had over-fleep'd my 


Time, I took my Leave; and going to a Publick 
Houſe I had ſome Stakes drefs'd, and ſtay'd drink- 
ing there till Ten at Night, by which Time I was 


E 2 well. 


* 
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well refreſh'd, and pretty chearful ; and having not 
above Eight-pence left, I reſolved to re-vifit the 
Office in Chancery-Lane, where 1 found the Hole 
open, but they had bar'd and padlock'd the Door 


which parted the two Rooms, fo that I was forc'd 


to break thro' the Wall to get into the Fore-Room. 


When 1 got iv, the firſt Thing I ſaw was a large 


Pair of Piſtols, which T found to be loaded 
with a Brace of Balls each, and a few other 
Trifles, but no Money ; the. Piſtols were in or- 
der to ſhoot me with, if I had come when any bo- 
dy was there, which there had been moſt of the 

I's about two Days after, my Father hearing 
T was ſuſpected, lays wait for me, and ſoon found 
me, and threatned to carry me to thaſe who were 
in purſuit after me ; I deny'd the Matter, bur he 


' Nights ſince 1 was. there before. 


Fearing I knew more of it than I faid I did, told 


me that it was no ways proper for me to ftay in 
London, but directed me to a Smith in Cambriage, 


who upon his Recommendation wou'd enter- 


tain me as a Journeyman ; and upon. my Pro- 


miſe «o go he gave me Money to carry me down, 
and ſome good Books, and what Cloaths: I had ar 
Home, and having talked ſeriouſly with me, | and 


advis'd me to remember my Duty. to my Maker, 


(which he always did upon all Occaſions) we part- 


ed. But inſtead of going where I promisd, 1 
went to a Houſe whither I ''was invited by a 


- Player to Dine with him ; and_' after Dinner, « we 


being about five in Number muſt have. ſome 


Punch, upon which (being a 'private Houſe) we 
-made Punch, ſo Jong till I punch'd 'away 'alh the 
Money I had ; {o that the next: Day'I fold the 


Clothes 
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Clothes 1 had of my Father, and they being gone, 
] was as much put Go my Shifts as ever. 
! AnvD one Morning I went to one Mr. Care 
ter's Shop, who is a Baker in Chancery-Lane, and 
it being Sunday Morning they were not up at 
{ Work as they are in the Week Days; fo l bent 
| the Pin of the Window-Shutters, and took down 
© a Shutter and got: up, '(there being ſome Space 
| between. the Shutters and the Saſh) but the 
| Saſhes were faſten'd down with Pins, ſo that T 
© could not get at them without breaking the Glaſs; 
| and hearing ſomebody ſtir, I got our again, and 
endeavoured to fix all. Things as they were, that it 
not being. perceived I might have the ſame Op- 
portunity another, time. But whilſt I was doing 
this, one Thomas Rnufſel, a Boy, who goes a» 
bout blacking Shoes '(but whoſe Father former- 
ly kept 'a Sword-Cutier's Shop | under the 'ſix 
Clerks-Office) came down,the Lane, and ſeeing one 
ſtood to obſerve, which 1. ſeeing, went away , 
but however, he told every body that he ſaw me 
endeavouring_ to break into Mr. Carter's Shop; 
and ſaid fyrther, that I had own'd to him that I 
had robbed the. Office, which- laſt was Falſe, for 
I never ſpoke a Word to him about. it. And 
-when ſome time after that I was Teconcil'd to m 
Father, (as you will underſtand by and by) 'and 
| wasat Home again, my Father to. whom I ein 
all 'theſc things, called him into the Shop one | | 
Day, .and confronted him with me, and he fay+ #1 
_ Ing thar I never own'd no ſuch thing to him, 
my Father faid, then 08 are a vile Rogue to be- # 
ye any Perſon bebind their Back, for you told me [! 
voy: ons People that be did ; whereupon-1 ' I 1 
took 8 | 
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took Advantage of his prevaricating to perſwade 


_ my Father that the other Story of Czrter's Shop 


was like that, and the Boy was ſo confounded, 
that he did not contradi& me; and ſeveral other 
People, who faid they ſaw me that Morning (which 
was falſe) denying it to my Face. My Father 
took my Part. very ſtrenuouſly, verily believing 
that I was innocent and falſely traduced. 

Bur to return to the Place from whence have 
ſtrayed, when my Father heard this Report con- 


firmed by ſeveral, he could not but believe it, 


wherefore he {aid to my Brother, if you ſee the 


Raſcal, ſend him to me, I want to ſpeak with 


bim ; and meeting me the fame Night, ſays he, 


My Father wants to ſpeak with you : About what, 
ſays I; Why, fays he, about Carter's Shop : Upon 


that I made Light of it, and my Father being over 


* the Water at his Father-in-Laws, I went thither ; 


þut being conſcious how much Reaſon he had to 
be angry with me for not following his Advice, I 
was aſhamed to go in, but went into the Stable 
and lay there ;- and in the Morning I faw him ar 


five o'Clack ſect out for Londow : So that being in 


no Candition to go any where for want of Money, 
I reſolved ta lie there all Day, expeCting him to 
come again at Night. He hearing from my Bro- 


ther that I pretended to come to him, and nc. 


having ſeen» me, was ſtill more angry ; and when 
he came I was not willing to ga in, but ſtood at 
the Door, and one Mr. Voubergen, a German Harp- 


fichord-Maker, came out, and knowing me, faid 


to me: So Maiſhter Powis, have you ſeen your 
Fader : No Sir, tays I, but I beard that he wanted 
que: Says he, who tell. you Dat, 1 replied, My 
Jony-- | Brother, 


Josrrn Pow21s, 9c. - SF 


Brother. vell den, ſays he, I ſhall go and hear wat 
| your Fader ſays ; and ſo. he went in and came 


out again preſently, ' and told me, that my Father 
ſent for me to bid me do ſomething or other, and 


met ſtay there, for ife I did I ſhould be apprehend» 
ed and ſent to Goal for what I had attempted, and 


ſo adviſed me to go to the WYeſt-Indies with ſome 


Merchant as his Book-keeper : And ſo informed me 
how I muſt do to hire my ſelf ; and I conſented at 


once to do as he advis'd, being in a deſpairing 


Condition. : 

THrtxN he introduced me to my Father, and 
told him I had a Mind to go beyond Sea, as'I 
expreſs'd before, and that I only wanted his Con- 
{ent'to diſpoſe of my ſelf : Which he gave me in 
Writing, and away I went ; and looking, as he 
direted, upon every Poſt I came near: And there 
was Taylor, and Burge, and I know not how many 
more that wanted all ſorts of Tradeſmen, who 
were to have great Encouragement and Money ad- 
vanced, and were to live like Petty Kings: For 
when you come to talk with any of theſe Fellows, 
they (knowing none but diffolute idle Perſons who 
can't ſtay here any longer will come to them) tell 
you glorious Things of the Place where you are 
going, that *tis a Land flowing with Milk and Ho- 
nzy ; where you are to have Plenty of all Things, 
and ſcarcely do. any thing for it: 'Though I believe 


they who go generally find the Contrary. Well, .L 


read the Bills, and perceiving that each of them 
cal'd himſelf the only Agent, &c. I reſolved to 


viſit them all round, which I did, and P ——p . 


$——ſom was the Man I pitch'd upon, an illiterate 
Fellow who can neither write nor read, but. he 
; EdD told 
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"and ] thought with my ſelf, What will they & 
when they get us far from our own Home, where 
-we know no Body, but muſt lie at their Mercy. 
'Whar increaſed my Averſion was:this, I fell Sick, 
' and being extreamly ill, I fancied a Vomit would 
do me good; whereupon I defired the Mate to {ct 
"me have one: He replied, The Captain will be 
on Board in two or three Days, aud then I'll ſpeak 
t0-him. And what was ſtill worſe, I was forced in 


'Beer, or help my ſelf to any Thing I wanted, for 
"none of them would help me, which made me 
"reſolve to eſcape from them the firſt Opportunity 
which I was able to lay hold of : But I did not 
offe&t it till the very Morning on which we were 


told me the ſmootheſt Tale: And therefore away 
He and I went, and three or four more ſuch filly 
Whelps as my ſelf, to the Black Boy upon Longdon- 
Bridge, where we were bound, and each of us 
had a Shilling a Day allowed us till we went on 
Board : We continued three or four Days at the 
B8ign of the Y/heatſheaf in Scalding- Alley, by 
Stock's-Market, where' he keeps his Office ; and I 
then going to the S/op-Shop, Orders was given for | 
Cloathing each of us : And having each a Bed, | 
Rug, Pillow and Blanket, away we went on Ship 
Board, the Watt's Galley was her Name, Captain 
Wallis Commander, bound for Philadelphia. 1 
continued on Board nigh a Month, during which 
Time, their came upwards of forty, dropping in, 
of all Conditions and Trades, and Sizes, like the 
'Beaſts into Noah's Ark : And whilſt I was amongſt 
them, I obſerv'd, that whilſt we were in the River 
'and could get away, they treated us like Slaves, 


the Height of a Fever to get up and draw my own 


to 
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to fall down the River to Graveſend, for all the 
Sailors but three being gone to London to take 
their Leave of their Friends; I got to a Man's 
| Cheſt which had no Lock to ir, and took out a 
{ Pair of Pluſh Breeches, a blue Jacker, three Pair 
of Stockings, two Handkerchiets, and a chequer'd 
Shirt ; and from under a Hammock, a Pair of Shoes 
and Buckles, which. ] took to be Silver, but was 
miſtaken ; and one of the Servants who had been 
a Bailiff 's Follower, and who was the belt in Ap- 


7k of all of them, having a pretty natural 


Wig which he hung by the Side of his Cabbin at 
Nights, I took it down, and put it on my Head, 
and a Hat I took of ſome Bodies, but I knew not 
whoſe, and lIcft them my old Cloaths by Way of 
"Exchange ; and getting up ' the Scuttle, which is 
over the Cook-Room, to eſcape the Watch who 
was walking upon the Quarter-Deck ; I lay ſtill 
until the Watch went down, I ſuppoſe to call the 
next Watch ; and I took that Opportunity to get 
into a Frigate built Ship, which was empty next 
to us, and fliding down the Horſer, I got into a 
Boar which belong'd to another Ship, in which 
they. had left an Oar, and untying her, I puſh'd 
her off, and began to paddle at rhe Stern as I had 
ſeen them do: But before I was two Boats Length 
off the Ship, 1 could ncither fee Ship nor Shoar, 
nor any T hing elite, there was ſuch a thick Fog, 
and I could not tel! which Way the Tide ran, for 
me thought when 1 had+ paſh'd the Boat off ſhe 
turn'd about, ſo tlat I thought I was driving up 
towards the Bridge. I endeavoured to get her 
towards the Shoar, but was not able to ſee any thing 
by which I might be plided, fo that after I hos 
Pets RD _ ire 
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tired my ſelf with padling in vain an Hour and 


a Half, finding that in ſpite of all my Endeavours 


the Stream carried me along with ir, I laid my Oar 
into the Boat, and reſolved to let it drive me 
where it would till it was a little lighter, and then 
I got a-ſhoar below N//olwich ; and the Ship from 
whence I came, lay over-againſt Red-Houfe, which 
is above Deptford: So tying the Boat where I 
landed, I came for London with all Speed. 
Br1NG got about half a Mile on this Side of 
Deptford, T met two Fellows who ſcem'd to have 
a Mind to the Wig, and chaffer'd with me for it, 
and I ask'd half a Guinea for it, and would not 
abate any thing ; at laſt they came up to my 
Price, but faid, they had not Money enough a- 
bout them, but if I would go back with them 
to Deptford to a Publick Houle there, they wou'd 
pay me the Money ; I agreed to that directly, 
and went back with them to a Houſe where they 
call'd for a Pot of Beer, and ſitting down they fat 
Out-ſfide, and fays, young Man we don't want the 
IWig, for it is not worth half the Mcney, but a 
Friend of ours was robbed, and according to the 
Deſcription we take this to be his Wig, and you 
one of the Perſons who robbed him ; 1o one fays to 
rother, 1'1/ fay here with him, and do you go aud 


call (whiſpering) I will /2ys he, and away he went, 


when he was gone, t'other ſays, young Man, you 
bad beatier own the Matter, and let us have the IWVi 'T 
zo give the Mon, and we'll make all things eaſy ; 
I ſmelt their Leſtzn, which was to chouſe me out 
of the Wig, if I was Fool enough to let them, fo 
I humour'd the 'Thing, finding they knew no- 
thing of my lait Night's Exploit, which I was i 
| ar 
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firſt afraid they did ; fays T, if I leave the Wig 
with you, will you let me go, /tay, ſays he, and 


hear what my Brother ſays, who coming in juſt 
then, he wink'd at him, he taking the Hint, ſays, 


Mr. #s not at Home, ſ6 I did not tell any bo- 


” dy what IT wanted with him ; upon which the other 


put the Queſtion to him, who turning to me, 
ſays, have you got any Money ® I replying in the 
Nagative, he ſays, I would not willingly be the 
Means of auy poor. Man's being hang'd, give us the 


Wig and ſlip away. I returned then ſhort upon 


them, ſaying, are not you a Conple of Rogues 9 


I'll know whether you ſhall ftop People in this Man- 
ner to rob and defraud them ; and with that I took 


up the Pot, and knocking hard on the 'Table, I 
call'd out, Landlord, does ever a Conſtable live 
here-abouts ; he heard me knock and came to the 
Door, but did not hear what I ſaid, and before 
I could repeat the Queſtion, one of them ſaid, go 
fetch me a Quartern of Brandy, and therewith 


one went out, the other ſaying to me, you had 


; better not make a Noiſe; the Landlord coming, I 
| faid, 1did not call you for this, T want no Brandy, 


{ays he, which was with me, I did call for it, here 
take the Reckoning, giving him a Shilling, and 


whilſt he was gone, he run out after the other 
as faſt as he could, leaving me the Brandy and 
the 'Three-pence to do what I wou'd with ; when 
the Landlord came I took the 'Three-pence, and 
filling out half, I drank to the Landlord, and went 
about my Buſineſs, And coming to London I 
chang'd away my Jacket and Breeches for a Pair 
of Breeches, Jacket and 'Trowlſes, that were fit 


for me, and had ſome Money to boot ; and when 
F 2 I had 
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] had ſpent that, I ſold mv Wig and Hat, and 

got an old one to wear, and having ipent that, I 

was forc'd again to betake me to my Shifts. 
"AND having been to Fulham, in iny return 


Lover-took a young Woman who had been a 


Milkmg and was carrying it Home, (asI came 


along I ſaw. a Mulberry-Tree, and had gathered 


| * my Hat full) and asking her to eat ſome Mulber- 
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ries, ſhe thanked me, and faid, ſhe lov'd them very 
well, but was afraid ſhe ſhould be ſeen by ſome- 
body who wou'd tell her Miſtreſs, aud deſired me 
to go along and take no Notice of her ; upon which 
I went away before, and waiting till ſhe came up 
(in a Nurſery of Oaks which were pretty thick) 
I calFd her, and ſaid, if ſhe word come in there 
and reft berſelf, ſhe ſhould be welcome to eat as 
many as ſhe pleas'd ; ſhe looking round and ſee- 
ing no-body near, ſhe came in and fat down, and 
gave me ſome Milk, and I fat down by her, and 
we began to be very gracious ; ſo that finding ſhe 
was not ill natur'd, I proceeded to return her Ci- 
vility after a Manner which ſhe was as pleas'd with 
as I could be ; and having diverted ourſelves as 
long as I was able we parted. And I came to 
London, and went round the Bridge to my Grand- 
father's Houſe at Stockwell, and getting in at the 


Window I took a Bottle of Brandy, ſome Lemons, 


two or three Silver Tea Spoons, foie Heart-_ 


_ Cakes, and other 'Trifles, and a great Coat which 


my. Father had borrowed ; he being in the Houſe 
that Night, but the old Man being very ill, had 
a Woman to fit up with him, who hearing the 
Noiſe which I made in getting out again, look'd 
gut, of the Window and ſaw me ; whereupon ſhe 
: called 
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calte4 my Father up, and told him that fomebody 
was in the Houle, but | in the mean time made 
off, and before my Farther came down I was got 
a pretty Way off; however, he over-took me juſt 


by the Water Side, and was going to bring me 


back to $:9mpſon again, but I ſaying, that I wou'd 


ſooner be hang'd thau go to him, and relling him, 


that it was becauſe I. had.been lo 1s'd when I was 
Sick ; and diſguifing the Prank I play'd in taking 


the Man's Cloaths, he took me Home once again, 
to my great Satisfaction ; for notwithſtanding r 


could not take the Liberties at Home which I 
could Abroad, -yet 1 was eaſieſt 'in my Mind. 


i continued. at home very tractable about nine 
Weeks ; and my Brother and ! at Chriſtmas went to 


our Cuſtomers Houſes to pay them the aſual Compli- 
ments, and.got above a Guinea, of which we had ele- 
ven Shillings remaining on New-Tear's- Ewe. My 
Father had order'd my Brother to Keep the Mo- 
ney, and he wou'd-divide it berwixt us; but be- 
ing obliged to be very much out of Town, he 
took my Brother with :him on Nerw-Tear” 5- Brve's 
and leſt I ſhould want any thing in the Shop be- 
fore he came back, he ordered him to leave me 
the Money. I was vex'd that he who was ſix 


| Years younger than me ſhould be truſted before 


me; and two op three young Gentlemen Attornzies 
Clerks, having appointed to end the old Year 
merrily, F-conſented, and we went to a Houſe 
where: we. had Punch made and minc'd Pye; and 
in ſhort, I'continued there till the next Night, and 
till F had ſpent the eleven Shillings; and not 
caring to go home then, I went to an/Acquain-= 


ance: and' lay all Night with- him, and the next 


Day 
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Day I met with my Brother, and he ask'd me 
where was the Money, I reply'd, ſpent ; what, 
fays he, won't you come to work 9 I made little or 
no Anſwer to that, bur went away, and idled 
away my Time at one Place or other, as long as 
I had any Mcney, and when I had none left, I 
began to return to my former Courſe, like the 
Dog to his Vomit. 

 Anvp getting into a Stable behind the Aca- 
demy in Chancery-Lane one Night, I lay till all 
that Night and the next Day, till it was the Dusk 
of the Evening, and then getting into a Kind of 
a Hay Loft belonging to Mr. Moor of Three- 
Arrow-Conrt, which is contiguous, the Grammar- 
School, I got out of the Loft into the ſaid Schoot 
Window, where there was Linnen a Drying, ot 
which I took ſeveral Shirts, a Handkerchief, ſome 
Books, Ec. I went down again unſeen ; and that 
laſted me ſome Days, but as I ſoon wanted a ſup- 
ply, I got into a little back Ware-houſe belong- 
ing to Mr. Carter a Glazier in Bell-Tard, I at- 
_ tempted to break thro' his Ware-houſe, into an 
Office belonging ro Mr. Parker an Attorney in 
Baily-Conurt ; but having ſtruck a Light, the Light 
was ſeen thro' the Cravice of the Door ; upon 
which ſeveral People came along with Mr. Parker, 
and ſeeing the Hole I had broke in the Boards, 
ſearch'd for me, who was got in between the Raft- 
ters and the Tyles; wherr the Glazier's Man 
brought a Ladder, and rearing it againſt the Place 
where I was, faid, let us ſee if they be not got in 
ere, which I hearing, endeavoured to break a 
| Hole in the Tyling, and ſo get out of the 'Top ; 
but before I could. &ffe&t it, he had got up nd 
| | w 


+ 
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Aw me ; upon which he cry'd out, there's one get- 
ting out at the Tyles, which ſtartled me, and I 
miſſing my Hold, fell back, and lighting between 


| the Rafters, beat a great Hole in the Ceiling, and 


had like to have tumbled thro', but recovering 


_ myſelf I got thro', and crawling along the Gutter, 


I drop'd into the Carpenter's Yard, and endea- 
vour'd to find my Way out, but could not ; whilſt 
I] was doing this, every one was at their Windows 
with Candles looking for me : But a little Taylor 
who goes by the Name of Chum, got up after 
me, and being ſeen by one who ſtood at the 
Window ; he cry'd out, there he 1s, and threw 
a ſcrubing Bruſh at him, which almoſt demoliſh- 
ed this gth Part of a Man ; however, the Car- 
penter ſaw mie drop into his Yard, and came down 
and took me, and | was carried to the Round-houſe 
in Strand-Lane ; but the next Day ſending for 
my Father, he paid the Damage and made up 
with them, and took me home once more. C 

IConTINUED at home about three Months 
more, when the Devil fcaring to looſe me, reſolv'd 


to bait his Snare handſomely, as follows : We 


work'd for one Edward Williams, Eſq; a Gentle- 
man of a great Eſtate in ales, who having been 
married about nine Months, and his Lady bei 
with Child, he brought her up to Town to be de- 
l:vered; but ſhe died in Chnild-bed, which turned 
all their Joy into Mourning ; and all Things were 
got in Readineſs to accompany her Corpſe into 
Wales: And my Father was ſent for to rectify all 
the Locks of the 'Trunks and Boxes, in order to 
lock up every Thing till they came to Town again. 
My Father ſent me in his Stead, and charged ys 
| that 
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that whatever there was to do, I ſhould do effec- 
tually; but going to put a new Lock upon a Box 
which was full of Linnen, I was forced to take 
| out ſome of the 'Things to make Room, in doinz 

whereof 1 came to 2 little round Box, which felt 

very heavy ; and 'juſt before I had done, the 
Maid deing called out of the Room, to ſpeak with 
ſome Perſon, I open' the Box, and was pertectly 
durpriz'd at "the Sight: There was a Gold Watch 
with a chaſed Caſe, and a Chain with Seals, Ec, 


- and a Chriſtial Heart ſet in Gold, with a Knot of 


Diamonds upon the Top of it, a Girdle Buckle 
ſet round with nineteen Diamonds, four Stomacher 
Buckles of the ſame, a Pearl Necklace with a Dia- 
-mond Locket, a Gold Hoop Ring ſet quite round 
with Sparks, a Gold Hoop ſet round with Gar- 
nets, an Emerald Ring, a plain Gold Ring, two 
ditto Monrning, and two with a Chriſtial in the 
Middle, and a- Spark on each Side, a pair of Ear- 
Rings, being three Pearl Studs, and a Drop like a 
\Pear, ſer in Gold ; a Silver Snuff. box, and a Sil- 
ver Stock-buekle, all being worth upwards of 'T'wo 
hundred Pound. I took them all out, and put the 
Box in amongſt the Linnen again ; and laying 
_ every Thing Gavord, I gave the Maid the Key, 
_ trying it, faid, /t was very well, and locking 
-it, put the Key amongſt her Others: And having 
done all that was wanting, I came away and heard 
nothing of them for ſome 'Time. This being on 

a Thurſday, and they were not miſs'd till the Mox- 
day Se*nnight after. And had I ſtaid with my Fa- 
ther 1 had not been ſuſpected : But meeting a 
young Silver-ſmith , whoſe Name is William 
KR - T Brother to Mrs. B- au the 


Actreſs, 
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Actreſs, T imparted the Matter to him, and ask'd 
his Advice how I ſhould diſpoſe of them, offering 
him a Share for his Aſſiſtance, and by his Perſua- 
| fon we beat every Thing to Pieces, and melting 
| the Gold, we throw'd every Thing elſe (as I thought) 
| into the Thames; but he was too old for me, for 
| he kept all the real Diamonds; and ſo when he 
{ heard I was taken up for the Things, be went in- 
! to the Country. Thus I ferv'd him for the Cat's- 
| Foot, and burn'd my Fingers to get the Cheſtnuts 


which he eat. When the Gold was melted, we 


{ went and had an Eflay made of it, and receiv'd for 
| it about eleven Guineas, of which I had about 
ſeven Pound, and he had- the Reſt : 1 laid out 
moſt of mine in Cloaths, ſo that when I was ap- 
prehended I was extreamly poor : But however, I 
was carried before Sir F. Conſon, and teveral other 
Juſtices who were met at Juſtice Ria/ton's in St, 

Margaret's Church-yard, and by Juſtice Cortor 
commirted to the Gate-houſe firſt, and after to 
Newgate, and at the Sefſions enſuing was found 
Guilty to the Value of 39s. There I lay under 
Sentence of 'Tranſportation near fix Months before 
my Facher would come near me, or ſend me any 
| Relief; but at laſt upon my Promiſes of becoming 
a new. Man, and entirely leaving off all Company 
who were my former Acquaintance, and being 
intirely. ruled by him, he at the Expence of much 
Time, Money, and many Friends, procured the 
Eentence to be revers'd, and I was burnt in the. 
Hand; and then paying my Fees, he rook me 
Home once more : And had I continued with him, 
I might have boen as happily eftabliſhed, and iri 
as much Credit as if no ſuch 'Thing had ever hap- 
\ GY G pene 
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that whatever there was to do, I ſhould do effec- 
tually ; but going to put a new Lock upon a Box 
which was full of Linnen, I was forced to take 
out ſome of the 'Things to make Room, in doinz 


whereof I came to 2 little round Box, which felt 


very heavy ; and 'juſt before I had done, the 
Maid deing called out of the Room, to ſpeak with 
ſome Perſon, I open'* the Box, and was perfectly 
Jurpriz'd at the Sight: There was a Gold Watch 
with a chaſed Caſe, and a Chain with Seals, Ec. 
and a Chriſtial Heart ſet in Gold, with a Knot of 
Diamonds upon the Top of it, a Girdle Buckle 
Jet round with nineteen Diamonds, four Stomacher 
Buckles of the ſame, a Pearl Necklace with a Dia- 
-mond Locket, a Gold Hoop Ring ſet quite round 
with Sparks, a Gold Hoop ſet round with Gar- 
nets, an Emerald Ring, a plain Gold Ring, two 
ditto Monrning, and two with a Chriſtial in the 
Middle, and a-Spark on each Side, a pair of Ear- 
| Rings, being three Pearl Studs, and a Drop like a 
'Pear, ſer in Gold ; a Silver Snuff-box, and a Sil- 
'ver Stock-buekle, all being worth upwards of 'T'wo 
hundred Pound. I took them all out, and put the 
Box'in amongſt the Linnen again ; and laying 
;every Thing ſmooth, I gave the Maid the Key, 
-whotrying it, ſaid, it was very well, and locking 
-it, put the Key amongſt her Others: And having 
done all that was wanting, I came away and heard 
nothing of them for ſame 'Time. 'This being on 
a Thurſday, and they were not milſs'd till the Mox- 
.day Se*nnight after. And. had I ſtaid with my Fa- 
ther I had not been ſuſpected : But meeting a 
.young Silver-ſmith, whoſe Name is }# lam 
R —— jou, Brother to Mrs. B——— an the 
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Artreſs, T imparted the Matter to him, and ask*d 
his Advice how I ſhould diſpoſe of them, offering 
him a Share for his Aſſiſtance, and by his Perſua- 
fon we beat every Thing to Pieces, and melting 
| the Gold, we throw'd every Thing elſe (as I thought) 
| into the Thames ; but he was too old for me, for 
{ he kept all the real Diamonds; and ſo when he 
{ heard I was taken up for the Things, be went in- 
| to the Country. Thus I ferv'd him for the Car's- 
{ Foot, and burn'd my Fingers to get the Cheſtnuts 
| which he eat. When the Gold was melted, we 

went and had an Eflay made of it, and receiv'd for 
| it about eleven Guineas, of which I had about 

ſeven Pound, and he hat the Reſt : I laid out 
| moſt of mine in Cloaths, ſo that when I was ap- 
prehended I was extreamly poor : But however, L 
was carried before Sir F. Gon/on, and teveral other 
Juſtices who were met at Juſtice Ry7a/tcn's in St, 
Margaret's Church-yard, and by Juſtice Cortore 
commirted to the Gare-houſe firſt, and after to 
Newgate, and at the Seffions enſuing was found 
Guilty to the Value of 39s. 'There I lay under 
Sentence of 'Tranſportation near fix Months before 
my Farcher would come near me, or ſend me any 
Relief; but at laſt upon my Promiſes of becoming 
a new. Man, and entirely leaving off all Company 
who were my former Acquaintance, and being 


Time, Money, and many Friends, procured the 


Hand; and then paying my Fees, he took me 
Home once more : And had 1 continued with him, 
I might have boen as happily eftabliſhed, and in 
as much Credit as if no ſuch Thing had ever hap- 
K. T6 G pened 
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ntirely. ruled by him, he at the Expence of much | 


Sentence to be revers'd, and I was burnt in the 


5: OI HEPES: 
pened. But Home and I could never agree after 
' we had once been aſunder: Add to this, that my 
Father laid more Reſtraint upon me now than 
ever, and I could leſs endure it, tho? I ſubjeced 
| my ſelf out of Gratitude as much as poſſible, yet 
it would ſometimes appear whether I would or 
no. | ”- 
IConTiNvuED at Home ſeven Months, but 
on the Sunday before Whitſunday, my Father de- 
fired me to go to his Landlord to ask ſome Quel- 
. tion: I went, but coming back again, I met an 
 Acquaintance whom I had not ſeen for a great 
while, and we muſt drink together; ſo we went 
'to the Houſe of a third Perſon whom he had pro- 
. miſed to pay a Viſit to that Day, and we fat down, 
and a great Bow] of Punch was made, and we 
drank that, and another, and ſo long, till the 
Room went round with us, and we had not Reaſon 
enough left to know whether it was Night or Day 
when we went from thence, for we were both 
unwilling to go home : And being both of a Mind, 
we rambled about all that Night, and the next 
Pay we went to the Mulberry-Garden, and there 
we went to Dancing, and thus we paſs'd beſt Part 
of that Day; and in the ſame Manner we lived 
till the 1//hit/um Holidays were over: And as long as 
I could beg or borrow, (for I had not yet begun 
to ſteal) I lodged in Hanging-Sword-Court, in 
 Fleet-Street., And one Day I was invited by a 
Perſon, for whom I had a great Reſpect, to take 

a Walk, which I would have left any Thing to do, 
_ but was ata Loſs for Want of Money ; but re- 

membring that there was a Trunk in my Room 
_ where I had ſeen my Landlady put ſome Linnen ; 
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' T went home, and opening it with an old Nail 
which I found in the Chimney, I took out two 
E Shirts of my Landlord's, and a Prayer-Book, which 
© Tpawn'd for 5s. 6d. and returned ro my Com- 
= pany; paſſing that Evening with a great deal of 
E Pleaſure and Satisfaftion, and about twelve that 
= Night I return'd home with a light Heart, not 
& dreaming they had miſs'd the Linnen, my Deſign 
& being to put it in jits Place again at the Week's- 
{ End, for TI had hired my ſelf to a Smith's Shop 
| in Peter-/treet, by Clare-market, to go to work the 
next Morning : But Fortune always played the Part 
| of a Jilt by me in pretending to reach her Hand 
to aſſiſt me in mounting her Whee] ; but if ever I 


offer'd to embrace her Profer, ſhe ſurely kick'd me 


down and trampled upon me: Such was the pre- 


ſent Misfortune. I was happy in the Company of 
one loved one Night, and the next Morning ſtopt 
| and charg'd by my Landlady and her Husband 


with robbing my Lodging : However I made that 


up eaſily, for I went with them to the Pawn-brokers, 
and they paid the Money for them and took them 


hoine with them; and I left my Hat and a Flute, 


and what other 'Things I had there, till I ſhould 
come and repay them. But not knowing how I. 


ſhould get Money to do it, I ruminated on ſeveral 


Projects; but at laſt concluded to re-viſit rhe Cof- 
fee-Houſe, in Chancery-Lane, where I had been. 


about two Years before; which I executed that 


Night by going down the Area, and finding the 


Kitchen Window open, I enter'd, and took away 
as many 'Things as I pawn'd for near thirty gry 
and had done more Miſchief, had I not been dif- 
turb'd by a Maid Servant who came down and 
| G 2 oblig'd 


_ 9 + Omg ono 


- _ 
29 "no on cen Re RE Cr a rg Ie EE I 
-<- _ 9” a - MREIINSE ” - —_ 
” br "x... , Sa. —_- 6 —_ 
TE A pon EL AT <a Lan at. i 
*, 1 tg. : 
W- 


44 The LIFE of 


oblig'd me to make myExit the ſame Way enter 4d, 
and with much more Fercipication. However E got 


away without being ſtop'd, although I was ſeen by 


her and another Perion, who was a Servant in the 
Neighbourhood of which in its Place. Bur hows 
ever, as ſoon as People were up, I went and dif- 
pos 'd of the Things, and went and paid my Land- 


 Jady, and had my Things again. 


| Ax Þ now having. no Lodgings, I us'd to go 
about like a Wolf ſeeking for Prey: And my 
Cloaths being in Pawn, I look'd juſt like (what 1 
now to my unſpeakable Sorrow am) a Newgate- 


Bird; having an old black Coat on, and a foul 
Shirt, and a fourler Heart. 


Txs laſt M oney being all gone, I went one 
Night and reviſited that unhappy Office in Cancery- 


| Lane, of which 1 have ſpoken," but found nothing 


but two or three Books, and ſo came out again, 
and ſold them for half a Crown; and that kept me 
that Day, and at NightI went into the Hole under 
the Stairs again as if I was reſolv'd to run directly 
into the Mouth of Danger: For a Man who lodg- 

es. above Stairs, coming in to go to Bed, about 
«8 in the Morning, ſaw me, and laid, hold of me, 
and called Mr. Reynolds, the Maſter of the T/zweri. 
They ſent for my Father, who rifing out of his 
Bed, came to them ; and he promiſing I ſhould be 
forthcoming in the Morning, - they deliver'd me 
into his Keeping, and he took me home ;, and when 
we. were at home, he ask*d me abour the Coffee- 
Houſe, ſaying, the Maid and another had both de- 


ſcribed me juft as I was, ſetting aſide my Whig, 


which, they faid, was either my own Hair, or 4 
Wii $ made of my ox Hair, aud that it was black, 
Howeve! 
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| However | deny'd very fiffly that I knew any thing 


either of that or robbing the Office ; and when Mr, 
Rejnolds was up, my Father went to him, and 
brought him to our Houſe, and he talk'd with me 


himſelf: Telling me that he was ſorry I ſhould be 


fuſpeted of any fuch Thing after ſo great a De- 
liverance. But I deny'd my Knowledge of any 
Thing I was charg'd with, and perſiſting fkrongly 
in my Innocence, he faid, he hop'd it was asf 
ſaid : But however he would have me go away 
from hence, for the Maſters in Chancery had or- 
der'd him to proſecute me, or they would leave his 
Houſe, and have their Office ſomewhere elfe : But 
he ſaid, he would talk with them, and enaeavonr t9 


perſ/pade them I was innocent : And defiring me 


to take Care of my Actions, he went away ; and 
my Father after exhorting me to have my Creator 
in my Mind, and to go to work honeftly for my 
Subſiftance, without uſing any unlawful Means. FP 

romiſing him I would, telling him, 7hat I had 
bired my ſelf to a Smith's, as I have told before, 
but my Landlord detained me ( for he had heard of 
that, and ask'd me about it.) So taking my Leave, 
he bid me have a-Care of my ſelf: And I went 


away to Mr. Harvey, tne Smith, in Milford-Lane, 


taking a Lodging juſt by, and agreeing to go to 


work with him the next Morning ; bart that Night 


my Father's Man came to my Lodging, and told 
me that I had no Buſineſs to ſtay there, for there. 
was a Warrant out to apprehend me, by Order of 
the Maſters, who were very angry with Mr. Rey- 
nolds for letting me go; and if I ftaid in Town x 


ſhould be taken: Upon which I promiſed him T 


would 


q, 
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would go into the Country ; and we parted, and 
T ſhifted, about for ſome 'Time. | 
Bu T going one Night towards the London-Spaw 
to lie down under a, Hay-rick, my uſual Lodging 
when I had no Money, it being on a Saturday 


«© 


| Night, the Watchmen of Clerkenwell ſcoured the 


Fields, and carried all they found to New-Priſon, 
of which I was one. And the next Morning we 
were carried befare a Juſtice, who diſcharged thoſe 
that gave. him any tolerable Account of them- 
ſelves ; and I amongſt the Reſt : But for my Fees 


I lay till next Saturday, when a charitable Gentle- 


man, whoſe Name is D—xs, a Hoſier in the Strand, 
towards Charing-Croſs, came and diſcharg'd me 
and ſeveral other Perſons, who only lay for their 
Fees. And whegr I would have returned him 
Thanks, He badgme thank God, and take Care how 
T got into Trouble again; ſaying, if God had not 


I} | | put it into his Mind to do ſuch a charitable Att, 


be had not been able to ao it of himſelf. 
Away I went then, and being in great Diſ- 
treſs, I went to a Houſe, *twas the Sign of the 
World's-End betwixt Chelſea, and the Earl of Pe- 
terborough's-Houſe, in the Road to Fulham, and 
got into the Back-Kitchen through the Pantry, in 
rhe Night, from whence I took ſome Braſs, to 
about the Value of ſeven or eight Shillings, 'and 
for which I had not above three Shillings and Six- 
pence; but could not get into the other Part of the 
—_— EE. We 
Ax vp that being gone, I went the next Night 
but one to a Houſe in the ſame Road, but farther 
on-; From whence I took two Dozen of Plates, 
jane Linnen out of a Tub of Water, and - 5a 
Tad even 


| for a meer Trifle. 


away, and theſe fetch'd -little more than ten Shil- 


lings ; for the Linnen was full of Holes, , andthe . 


Tobacco I took out of the Papers, and ſold looſe 


Bur thenext Booty was better, for going in- 
to the Sign of the Royal Sovereign in Whetfton' s-= 
Park, that End next QPween's-ftreet, kept by Mr. 


| Wall, I broke open his Till, and a Cupboard in 


the Bar, and got about fifteen Shillings and Six- 


| pence in Half-pence, eighteen Shillings and Six 


pence in Silver, and @ Piece of Gold worth fix 


| Shillings and Three-pence, one Dozen and a half of 
' Plates, a Bottle of Salts tip'd with Silver, a Hat, . 
and ſome other Trifles; and having diſpoſed of 
the Plates, £9c. IT had about two Pound ſeven Shil- 


lings. And that Day I redeemed my Clothes, tell- 


. ing my Acquaintance the Money was lent me by 
a Friend, who did, that in order that I ſhould go - | 


down to my Grandfather, who liv'd in Yorkſhire, 
ſhewing a Letter at the ſame time, as from him, 


but which I had written myſelf, which invited me - | 


down with great Profeſſions of Kindneſs for me. 
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Lovin Grandſon, Yo, 


C7 OURS T have received, and am glad to 


hear you are in good Health, as I am at 
* preſent, (God beprais'd for it.) But as for what 
* you fay about coming down, I don't mind it, 


© becauſe your Father and you have both promiſed 


* that I ſhould ſee you here, ever ſince I was art 
WE | * Lon 
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ſeven Dozen Penny Papers of 'Tobacco and came . 
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* London, when you liv'd in Panton-ſtreet, and you 
© have not been as good as your Words ; yet I, 
* and all your Relations will make much of you, 
* for my Dear Daughter M—-*s ſake. Your 
Uncle M— is very ill, but we hope with 
God's Affſtance he will do well again: But 
poor Z—-— | has been dead ever ſince laſt 
Chriſtmas ; I have ſent you a Token by - 
—— our Carrier, whom I have ordered to bring 
you down, if you are willing, and bear your 
Charges, | = 


. 


' (4 


CO. 


Tour 
D;,- Loving Grandfather, 
At. + : rar Till Death, 
bbs | Mm K— 
\#: having writ it in an odd ſerawling Hand, and 


tounterfeired the Poſt Mark, no-body thought 
any other. but that it came from ——, where 


T pretended ; fo that this paſſed very well. 


i. Now I had courted a young Woman of very 


great Merit for ſome time, upon honourable Terms, 


with whom I came acquainted after the following 
Manner. oy ES > 

- I went one Evening to ſee a Youth with whom 
I was intimate ; and being his Birth-Day, his Mo- 
ther (as ſhe was for ſome Years accuſtomed to do 
on that Day) gave an Entertainment ; and he had 
been to my Lodging to invite me to make one of 
the Gueſts; bur not being at home I Came ca 
BC... thing 
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thing of it till I came there ; whereupon I returns 
| ed home and ſhifted myſelf, and return'd, where 
| was about 'Twelve or Fourteen Friends and Ac=- 
uaintances; and after Supper there was a kind 


| of Ball, which continued till about One in the 


| Morning; andI ſtanding up to Dance, choſe her 


| for my Partner, and we danc'd a 1Minzet, which 


| ſhe performed on her part with an exceeding 
| Grace, and then returned to her Seat, and me- 
| thought 3s the fat amongſt the Reſt of the Ladies, 
| they ſerv'd only as a Foil to a Diamond, to make 
| her Beauty more Confſpicuous, which I having the 
Honour to conduct her home, I told her as-much, 
adding, that I ſhould think it -the Inckieſt Adven- 


ture which could have arrived to me, if ſhe wou'd 
permit me to be her humble Servant, &c. She with a 


Wit equal to her Beauty, anſwer'd, That as ſhe 
had given me the Trouble of coming ſo far out of 
my Way on her Account, ſhe was very willing to 
contribute what lay in her Power to divert me, and 
| that ſhe was glad to ſee me in ſo jocoſe a Temper z 
| but adding, ironically ,, That {he could not afford 
to keep a Servant, neither could ſhe tell how to 
manage one ; eſpecially ſuch a One as I was, who 
was given {o much to Flattery in ſa groſs a Man- 
ner. In ſuck kind of Diſcourſe we paſled the Time, 
and were got to her Mother's before we were a- 
wate'; and having unwillingly taken my Leave 
I went home, but could not fleep for the laſt 
Night's Adventure, being 1ſo' deeply fix'd in my 
_ I got up early and wrote the following 
Letter. | 


H. Fiireſt 
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Faireſt of your Sex, 


*P ERMIT me to lay at your Feet, a Heart 
entirely devoted to your Beauty, and which 
© is incapable of any other Paſſion than Love, un- 
© leſs you by Cruelty cauſe Grief to uſurp his 
© 'Throne. But ſtay, I am going to diſpoſe of 
what I have not ; my Heart fled from me laſt 
Night, and has taken Refuge in your Breaſt ; 
I do not envy it, but would participate with its 
Happineſs, which is ſo infinite, as wereI a King, 
I wou'd leave my Dignity to enjoy with vou in 
a Cottage. O! don't frown upon me leaſt you 
thereby kill me, who only defires to live to con- 
vince you, how much he is your Adorer, and 


Fil © humble Slave.” 
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WW —- To this I had no anſwer, and going to my 
ht Friend, 1 ask'd his Advice how I ſhould proceed, 
Fi for I was but a Novice in an Afﬀair of this Nature, 
and he knew not much more than I ; but he told 
me, that I had beſt talk to her, for ſhe did not 
(0 mind ncuſenſical romantick Epiſtles, having as ma- 
11 uy ſent by one or another, as wou'd fill a Sack almoſt, 
114 and he knew ſhe wou'd not anſwer any ; T wasa 
little picqued at my Friend's giving my Piece of 
''F amorous Rhetorick ſuch a degrading Title, and 
Tit left him abruptly, and went to her Mother's, who 
''S being gone out, I had the Opportunity of near two 
Hours Converſation with her alone, and I obtain- 
cd Leave to ſee her when Opportunity ſerv'd, and 
tell her my Paſſion, which ſhe did diſdain to begh 
eh ti 
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| till 1 gain'd by Time and Importunity ſuch En- 
| couragement from her, 1o as bid me hope I was 
| not indifferent to her; and I preſſing her for her 
| Conſent to make me compleatly Happy, ſhe gave 
me to underſtand, after ſome Denials, that ſhe had 
no Averſion to either me, or my Propoſal ; bur as 
I had ſhewed her the Letter, and told her I ex- 
pected ſomething conſiderable from his Promiſes, 
and Profeſſions of Love and Kindneſs; not only - 
in this Letter but formerly. She wou'd have me 
go down and ſee what he would do for me, and 
ar my return, if I continued in the ſame Mind, 
her Conſent ſhould not be wanting,” even though 
it were the Day following my Arrival. I was at 
this Declaration in ſuch an Extacy of Joy, that I 
had not: Power to thank her, (inexpreſſible Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction, being like a great Multi- 
tude of People ſtriving to go thro* a narrow Paſ-. 
fage, where all preſſing to get forth at once, do 
ſo wedge each other, that even thoſe who are next 
the Door can't get out.) However, recovering 
myſelf, I told her, that ſhe was unkind to make 
that Suppoſition, for it was impoſſible that ever I 
could change, tho* all the World were to join their 
Endeawvours to make me prove Falſe ; not the Glit- 
tering of IVealth could do it-; adding, that I wiſh'd 
. Thad a Crown for her Sake, I wou'd lay both that 
and myſelf at her Feet ; then I appointed the Day. 
when I would go, and mentioning that I ſhould 
be uneaſy when from her ſo great a Diſtance, leaſt 
ſome happy Rival ſhould ſupplant me in her Af- 
fe&tions ; ſhe let me to underſtand, that ſhe pre- 
ferred me to all her Pretenders, of which there were 
ſeveral. I beg the Reader to excuſe my broking 
ts H 2 0 
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ſo long upon a Subject which is ſo delightful, tha 
I cou'd indulge myſelf therein forever, were I not 
interrupted by reflecting that I have irrecoverably 
loſt in her the Delight of my Soul, which affects 
me with ſo much Melancholy, that I am at pre- 
ſent almoſt drowned in a Deluge of 'Tears, which 
hinder me for a while ——. But to proceed, 
having no Money left, I borrowed a Crown of a 
Friend, and in order to repay it again before I 
went my pretended Journey ; I got into a Houſe 
in Royund-Court, and getting open the Till, I fonnd 
therein a half Guinea, and no more Money of a 
Sort ; but I took away a black Hood, a Silk Hat, 
a Woman's Cap, a Handkerchief, and ſome other 
Trifles, for which 1 had half a Crown. And go- 
ing to ſee my Miſtreſs and take my Leave of her ; 
this being the Day on which I was to ſet out, I 
paid the Crown, and breakfafted with her, and 
took my Leave and we parted ; they verily think- 
ing I was gone to the Inn, and ſo on my Journey. 
_ Hex the Reader may perhaps ask, what was 
my Intention in pretending to go when I knew 
the Letter was not real ? "To this I anſwer, that 
finding I had brought myſelf to this Dilemma, 1 
reſolved to be incognito till T had met with ſome 
Prize that was conſiderable, and then returning to 
ſay, that my Grandfather had given me that ; and 
thus I was deceiving Mankind, and endeavouring 
to deceive mylelt alſo ; which as it was all my 
own doing, I can blame no-body elſe for the Con- 
fequence 10 fatal to me. | Tp (9g 
- Wxrerx I was gone, an unufual Melancholly 
F£iz'd me, which 1 endeavour'd to ſhake off. by 
getting into Company ; and at Night I went - 
ce 
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ſve the Beggar's Opera, and the Mock Dotor : But 
when Capt. Mackheath came fetter'd upon the 
Stage, I fell into a greater Melancholly than be- 
fore, as if my Mind preſag'd the Misfortune I was 
to be under, of being what he only perſonated, 
1.6. a Condemn'd Man. X06 Ss, 
Bu TI went to an Inn that Night, and __ 
for half a Quartern of Brandy, I drank that, and | 
deſiring them to ſhew me a Bed, I found my ſelf 
much better, next Morning, by the Aſfſtance of | 
Reſt, but did not attempt any thing that Week ; 
but the next Monday Night, or rather Tweſday 
| Morning, it being about three o'Clack \in the 
Morning, I- got into the Shop of Mrs. Price, a 
'Cook, at the Upper-End of Flower-de-Luce-Court, 
from whence I took a large Copper Diſh, and g 
Braſs one, ſeveral Pewter Diſhes and Plates, five 
Silver 'Tea-Spoons, a ſett of China, and a large 
Table Cloth, &c. which yielded me juſt a Guinea: 
For I being well dreis'd, went to a Silver-/mith's, 
and fold the Spoans for their intrinſick Valve ; bur 
' the other Things I fold to one who buys all forts 
of ſtolen Goods: Which fort of People always 
get more than Ceut per.Cent. by every Thing which 
_ through their Hands; and who, amongſt 
'hieves, are call'd Fence's, which IT learned whilſt 
_ aPrifqher in Newg#te. For when I was at Liberty, 
though I was a Thief, I never kept any Thieves 
Company ;. but if ever any ſuch, or whom I ima- 
gin'd. to be ſo, came where 1 was at any Time, k 
always went directly away. 5 
 Anvp coming by Newgate, it came into my 
Head to call and ſee ſome of the Priſoners who 
remained there ever ſince my Enlargement, which 
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of Auguſt: Upon which we join'd Copy and 


ſes Companion and Confident, who being in my 


more: For when I came home I had not Eighteen- 


fo Jong, till I -could ſcarcely open my Mouth, or 


and then arriv'd at my Lodging about One in the 


' Noon ; and getting up, I came to a Houſe, and 


-I went to the Sign of the B/ack-Raven in Fetter- 
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I did, and ſpent amongſt them about ſeven Shil- 
lings in two Hours, and then came away ; little 
dreaming I ſhould return thither in two Days againſt 
my Will. And meeting two young Women whom 
I knew, I ask'd them where they were going ; 
they replied, to Hampſtead Pair, it being the Firſt 
went thither; and in the Fair we met my eſ- 
Intereſt, I cafily won, with good Words and a plau- 
ſible Excuſe, to fay nothing of her Adventure, or 
having ſeen me that Afternoon. IT being ſuppos'd 
to be then at a great Diſtance ; and at the Fair I 
ſpent upwards of twelve Shillings and Six-pence 


pence left, and coming out of the Fair, ſhe was 
taken from us by four Men, whith whom I ſcuffled 


ſtand upright, for they knock'd me about like a 
'Fennis Ball, fo that T was at laſt forc'd to quit 
them ; and they put her into a Coach, and drove 
towards London, too faſt for me to purſue ; So that 
I being likewiſe unwilling to leave the Company 
with whom I came out, I conducted them home, 


Morning ; and betwixt the Blows I got, and weari- 
nefs, and the Liquor together, I ſlept till near 


ſent for the Perſon whom I loſt the laſt Night, 
being defirous to know how ſhe got home: Word 
was brought that ſhe was not at home, nor would 
be till rowards Night ; whereupon I went away, 
about ten that Night, being the Second of Auguſt, 


Lane, 
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Lane, and ſent one for her : But ſhe was not yet 


come home ; ſo I call'd for Tobacco, and drank 


two Pints of Beer, and as I fat, I ſaw the Land- 


lord, Foſeph Brewer, change two or three Guineas, 


and when he put his Hand into the Drawer, it 
ſounded as if there was a large Quantity of Money 
therein, which I immediately coveted to become 
Maſter of; and looking about, I ſaw the K 

which faſtened the Pin of the Cellar Door, whict 
I took out ſo far, that upon turning the Pin it 
would fall out: And it being near twelve, I faid, 


ſhe won't come to Night, let me have a Glaſs of 
Brandy ; then paying my Reckoning, I went away, 


and about two that Morning I came up the Lane, 


and ſtaid rill the Watchman, who ſtood at Brewer's 


Window, went to cry the Hour; and then turni 


the Pin, the Key dropt out, by which MeansI got 


the Cellar Door open, and got into the Houſe, As 
ſoon as I was in, I] endeavour'd to get the Door 


open, in order to put the Bar up in its Place again; 
bur not being able to effect that, by Reaſon it was 
lock'd, and the Key was not there; ſo that I was 
going to get out again, but the Watchman being 


{o near that I could not without his perceiving me, 


which made me wait in Hopes that he would not 
ſee the Bar, but might paſs ir. | 
Surprize, 1 found he ſaw it; for I heard him call, 


But, to my great 


Mr. Brewer, your Cellar Window is open : He an- 
ſwered him again, well, do you ſtay there till I 
come down, and fee that no Body goes out : Upon 


that I ran to the back Door, and opening that, I 


went into the Yard, and got over a Wall into Mrs. 
Aſhley's Yard, and was going to proceed into the 
next Yard , which was a Carpenter's, but the 

7 ys | Partition 


\ 
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Partition between the two Yards being only thin 
Boards, made a Noiſe in my mounting over, ſo 
_ _ thata Woman who lay backwards heard ir, and 
| | put her Head our, which obliged me to retreat : 
'; By that Time Brewer was come into the Yard, and 
[| I crept under a kind of a Dreffer in Mrs. Aſhley's 
j Yard, where F then was, and lay there for about 
1j Half a Minute, when one came into the Yard, and 
f | ' hooking round, cry'd, here's ww Body ; but ſpying 
' | one of my Feet, he cry'd, Oh, here he is, here he 
X' 5s: And in a Moment the Yard was full of People, 
7 | who began to demoliſh my Fortreſs, the Drefler; 
| and I putting my Head out, was going to ſpeak; 
when F felt a Blow on my Head which laid me 
ſenſeleſs, and they had repeated their Blows as 
Flay ; for when I came to myſelf I had three 
Holes in my Head, in each whereof you might 
. put the End of your Finger ; coming a little to my 
felf, 1 faid, for God's Sake don't Murder me, ſeeing 
1 dowt reſit ; upon which one took hold of my 
Hands, and another took hold of my Collar, and _ 
| were going to lift me up, when I felt ſomething 
| go thro' the Calf of my Leg, and turning my 
Wi Head, I ſaw a ruſty narrow Sword which was 
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[thruſt into my Right Foot quite to the Bone, 
and juſt then they lifted me up, but I not able 
to ſtand, had like to have fell down again, if they 


Fl. had not ſupported me, and whilſt I ſtood I faw 
j. the Sword which had done me the Injury, in the 
I" | Hands of a Man called Patrick, who is a Ser- 

vant to Brewer, and he thruſt at me again as I 

ſtood, bur I was aware of it, and turn'd myſelf 
t - a little, and bore the Sword away with my Hand, 
i St that it did nor enter, but only graz'd along, 
i | n 
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of which there remains a Scar near ſix Inches Jong, 
and he made two more 'Thruſts which both went 
thro! my Coat-Sleeve, but did me no other Da- 
mage ; and then the People who were about me 
wou'd not let him do it any more, but carried 
me into a Houſe, and I ſat down and undid my 
Stocking, and holding the Calf of my Le: hard 
with my Hand, the Blood ſpun out as freely as 
E it does when a Man is let Blood in the Arm ; and 
8 when I had let it bleed as long as I thought proper, 
I bound my Handkerchief round it, and they car- 
ried me to the Compter, where I lay with my 
Wounds all bleeding till about Ten a-Clock in the 
Forenoon, and then they fetch'd me before Sir 
William Billers, who committed me to Newgate, 
and then I had my Wounds dreſt as well as they 
could 'in that Place, and lay till Seſſions, which 
m_ five Weeks from the 'Time of my coming 
_ Ar the Seſſions I was arraign'd and try'd, and 
| ſeveral Things were produced in Court, viZ. five 
| Pick-Locks, two Spikes, a Quarter of. a Pound of 
& Wax Candle, a Pair of long Sciffars, which I had 
* about me when I was taken ; and laſtly, the Pin 
| of the Window, which one —— a 
Fellow ſwore, he took it out of . my Pocket ; 
but I verily believe he convey'd it there himſelf, 
| in order to have it to ſwear againſt me, for I do 
not know how it came there, nor do I remember 
that I touch'd it after 1 laid it upon the Brench, 
Juſt within the Window whereat 1 enter'd : How# 
ever, I was Capitally convicted, notwithſtanding 
I made the moſt artful Defence I was capable of ;z 
for my Proſecutor informed the Court, that I "yo 
Raw I ca 
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caſt for 'Tranſportation before, and it being not 

above a Year ago they had it freſh in Memory ; 

all I faid for myſelf did not avail, and having no 

Witnefles to call, either for any Facts or my Re- 

putation, it was ſo much the Worſe, for my Fa- 
ther wou'd not own me, nor hear from me ; and 

if IT write any Letters he wou'd not receive them, 
if they were received in his abſence he order'd 

them to be burn'd ; this was on the firſt Day of 
Seſſions that I was carried to the Cells. 

 Wutxs being arrived I wrote the following 

Letter to ——— upon my being Caſt. 


ME EE 
\ 233-2 . - 
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Dear . 


CA FTER a Trial which laſted betwixt two 
and three Hours, I was brought in Guilty, 
Mi © Death, and was put into the Bail-Dock, and in 
188 * about three Hours brought to the Cells, where 
hf ! © I now am, a fad Example of the Inſtability of 
' (1188 © Fortune; for Juſt as I was mounting towards the 
'F * 'Top of her Wheel, and thought myſelf in all 


Wh | © human Probability, juſt upon the Point of be- 
MW © ing the happieſt Man in the World ; ſhe like an 
i inconſiſtant Miſtreſs, gave me a Kick with her I 
Foot and down I fell, and I now lye under her i 
Feet, not knowing whether I ſhall ever {fur- 
mount this Stroke. Ir is not Death that troubles 
me, but the Injuries I have done you undeſign- 
edly, in bringing the Cenſure of the World up- 
on you, who will refle&t upon you on my Ac- 


count ; to remove which, I would be contented 
| "IM 2 


; 
| 
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© yourſelf down ; you may overcome this Miſ- 


| © can affiſt you upon any account in going any 
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© to ſuffer the crueleſt Death that could be inflict- 


© ed upon him; whowill with his laſt Breath con- 
© tinue to profeſs himſelf, POR 


Tour 
Unhappy humble Servant, 
And ſincere Admi rer, 
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o | AM heartily ſorry for your Misfortune, and 

wiſh it were in my Power todo you any Service ; 
© I beg you wou'd not make yourſelf uneaſy upon 
© my account, but compoſe yourſelf, and prepare 
© for the Worſt that may happen, and don't caſt 


© fortune and regain what you have loſt, and if I 


© where, you may depend upon me, who am ready 
5 upon all Occaſions to prove myſelf, _ 
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Tour 


Faithful Friend, — — 
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60 
| An thelaſt Day being Monday the 11th of Sep- 
tember, 1732, 1 was brought down to receive Sen- 
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tence of Death, and being ask'd by the Judge, 
what I had to ſay, why Sentence ſhould not paſs 
upon me? I delivered the following Speech Ex- 
tempore to the Honourable Court. 


wy AM deſcended of honeſt and reputable Pa- 


G A A Aa 


. 


© caus'd by my Confidence of a falſe Friend, who. 
© feft the 'Things which he had ftolen in my Cu- 


rents, who gave me a liberal Education, and 
inſtilled in my Breaſt the Principles of Religion 
and Virtue, and always endeavoured to create in 
me, an Abhorrence of any thing that was baſe, 
or would bring an Odiaum either on myſelf, or 
Family." CE | 
* NErTHrERr have I a natural or habitual 
Tendency to a vicious Courſe of Life. 'The 


former Misfortune in which I was involved, was 


4 
o 


ſtody, and eſcaped the Misfortune which light 


© upon me. In this for which I am now brought 
* before your Lordſhip ; neither my Will nor my 
'* Reaſon was concerned, I was hurried on to the 
Commiſſion thereof by the Diſguiſe of Liquor, 


and ſome ſtrange Fatality againſt which, I ſhould 
have been more guarded had I been ſober; 1 
would not be hereby thought to urge my In- 
nocence : No, my Lord, I own I deſerve Pu- 
niſhment, for lay ing myſelf open to ſucha 'Temp- 


tation ; but humbly beg, my Lord, that Juſtice 


may be allay'd with Mercy, that my Puniſh- 
ment may be ſuch, that I may live to make 


' the World amends for any Faults I either have, 


or am ſuppos'd to have committed. My Lok, 
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© am of an Occupation which enables me to, 
ſupport myſelt creditably, without having re+ 
courſe to any. mean or baſe Arts to the Detri- 
ment of Mankind ; wherefore,' I moſt humbly 
intreat your Lordſhip and this honourable Court 
to take pitty on my tender Years ; and ta repre- 


nn A GH A A 6 6A 6 


this terrible Sentence of Death, which I now 
am under may be chang'd .to Baniſhment, tho* 
| © for Life: And I do fincerely Promiſe and affure 
| © your Lordſhip, that the reſt of my Life ſhall 
_ © be employed in returning God and your Lord- 
* ſhip Thanks for the Mercy which is ſhewn to 
* me. And now having faid what 1 have to ſay, 
* humbly ſubmit myſelf to your Lordſhip's Mercy. 


 Axrexr receiving Sentence the Court broke 
up, and we being remanded back to Newgate. 
'The beautiful —-— plac'd herſelf cloſe by the 
Door of the Bail-Dock, and as I came out, ſhe 
caught hold of my Hand and burſt into Tears, 
which caus'd ſuch a violent Emotion in me, that 
unable either to vent or ſuppreſs my Grief, I was 
oblig'd without ſpeaking to haſte away ; and 
coming to the Cells after ſitting a while, I recol- 
lected how abruptly I had left her, to excuſe 
which, I wrote the Lllowing Letter. 
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My Dearefl, ——, | | 
CT HE kind Concern you expreſ6'd for one fo 
4 unworthy of it, had ſo ſtrong an Effe& 
_ © ypon me, that my Grief grew too' big ; and I 
we 8g © not 


ſent my Caſe fo favourably to his Majeſty, that | 
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* not able to vent ir, was oblig'd to Leave you in 
© that abrupt Manner ; for had I ſtaid, I had ſunk 
© down in the Place, without being able to ſpeak 
© a Word; but I came to my Cell, and after I had 
© fata little, a kind ſhower of Tears relieved my 
© afflited Heart, which was ready to break, and 
© then I remember'd how I had left you ; which 
© were . inexcuſable, were it not that my Misfor- 
© tunes plead in my Behalf, which embolden'd me 
* to intreat you wou'd pardon it ; in hopes wherg- 
5 of, I conclude myſelf, 


=, 


Tour 
Aflifted, 
Humble Servant. 
|]. Powrs. 


i" 


And at the ſame Time I wrote the following 
to another Perſon, to Mr. F r. | 


Dear Friend, 


© 6) OU have doubtleſs heard my fad Misfor- 
tune of being condemn'd ta die, which 

* alaſs! I have too juſtly deſerv'd ; but for which 

* I am exceedingly ſorry, and as I heartily repent, 

+ God who knows the Secrets of all Hearts, may 


per+ 
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© perhaps incline his Majeſty to ſpare my Life. * 
© If I die, I heartily wiſh I may warn by my. 
| © Example, all young Men from committing thoſe 
| © Follies, which have precipitated me into theſe 
* © Streights. I go every Day to Prayers in the 
© Chappel, and we are Jock'd up by Mr. 
* Auſtin, who is ſaid, by the common Report 
© of the Priſoners, to be a very ſevere Man, 
© which made me entertain Fears of being ill usd 
© by him; but contrary to my Expectation, I 
© find him to be a very charitable and good Man 
© and if he exerciſes any Severity, 'tis on Fellows 
© turbulent and untratable Spirits, on whom good 

© Uſage wou'd be thrown away ; for toa quiet 
, Cs. he behaves with the utmoſt Humanity, 
© as I by Experience have prov'd. I humbly beg 
© you wou'd excuſe my unfair Uſage, in bringing 
© you ſich a baſe and diſhoneſt Friendſhip, in re- 
© turn for yours, which I believe was ſincere and 
© honourable ; which if you will grant it, will 
© much contribute to the Peace of, 


Tour ſorrowful, 
Unhappy Friend, 
J. Powrs. 
P. $. I ſhould be glad to ſee you at Chappel the 
_ firſt Opportunity, having ſomething to {ay which 
] don't care to commit to Writing, leaſt it ſhould 
fall into bad Hands. -. 
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- Nexr Morning be-times, I received this fol- 
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CY AM inform'd that you ſhou'd get ſome Friend 
- TL to deliver a Petition in your Behalf, which 
* wou'd do you Service ; I deſire you wow'd get 
* ſome Advice about it, and let me know if I, or 
© any of my Friends can do any thing about it; if 
© any thing lies in my Power, I ſhall by my En- 
© deavours ſhew how much I Value your Life, 
© and wou'd even to the Hazard of my own, 
* prove that I really am, $ | 
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Tour 
Sincere and 


Loving Friend, — —, 


To Mr. on hearing that a Woman 
reported I was married to her. 
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: Worthy Sir, 
] AM very credibly inform'd, that (fince my 
Misfortune of being condemned) one Eliza» 
© beth Seymour, alias Lambeth, alias ſomething 
6 elſe, which I can't at preſent recolle&, "_ liv'd 
| 1ome« 
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ſomewhere in the Neighbourhood in which my 


.to you ; fo deſiring your Prayers, I remain for 
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Farher lives, in St. Dunſtan's Pariſh, (and is a 
notorious common Strumpet) has ſpread a Re- 
port that ſhe is married to me. I thought it pro= 
per to endeavour to juſtify myſelf to you, hop- 
ing when you have read this, will defend me 
againſt a Report, which Hurts my Reputation 
more than it is already ; and likewiſe reflects 
upon my Senſe and Taſte. I therefore declare, 
upon the Word of a Dying Man, and by all my 
Hopes of Mercy, at the Great Day of Judge- 
ment, that Report is Falſe and Scandalous ; not 
only actually, but alſo intentionally, for I never 
had one tranſitory 'Thought tending thereto; and. 
had fuch a Thing been ever propos'd to me, I 
ſhould have rejected it with ſcorn : And may I 
receive Mercy, or Condemnation, from the 'Tres 
mendous Majeſty of Heaven, according to the 
Truth or Fatf{ehood of what 1 have wrote here 


the ſhort Time I expe to live, 
Tour 
Sincere Priend, © 
Aud his ble Servant, 
_J. Powrg, 
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| ©-betwixt © both. 
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| To Mrs. N —y). 


Madam, ; 


{ WAS thinking this Morning after I came 
4 down from Chappe)], upon my preſent Con- 
* dition, and I compar'd myſelf to Pharaoh's Offi- 
*..cers in the Priſon : One of whom 7 E. the 
© Chief Butler, was reſtored to bis Lord's Favour, 
* and the other who. was the Baker was hang'd ; 
©. and wiſhing that I might eſcape the Fare of the 
5 latter, without defiring any other than the Mean 
v I became {ſo drouſy that I was 
© not able to keep my Eyes open, ſo I lay down 
© to fleep, and dream'd that we were all Jed to 


_ ©: ſama Place of Execution, which was near the 


©, Water-fide ; and as we went along, we came to a 
©, Place. ,whcre his Majeſty was Landing ; being I 
© thought, juſt arriv'd, and there were ſeveral, 

© Gentlemen and Ladies in his Retinue ; methought - 
© I broke from thoſe who were appointed to 
© Guard me, and ran to the Place where his Ma- 
© jeſty ſtood, without Oppcſition, and Proſtrating 
* myſelf, humbly beſought for Mercy, who look'd 
© at me, and-went on the other Side of an open _ 
© Square, where they ſtood, and faid nothing in 
F Anfiver to my Requeſt. But one of the Ladies 
* faid to another, who ſtood by her, that I ſhould 
* have Addreſſed myſelf firſt. to ber, which me- 


_ © thought I over-heard ; upon which I aroſe up, 


*;and turning myſelf towards her, was juſt going 


x to intreat her to interceed with his Majeſty in my 
4 Behalf; when one of the Waiters came and ©- 
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{ nen'd the Door of my Cell which wak'd me. T-.t 


« * ſend this to you becauſe I have heard you very- 
* juſtly and. To defend the Significancy of 
y  fuch "Warning s and Foreknowledges, which the 
* Soul of Man i is employ'd in, during its abſence 
/ * from. the Body by Inſtances of this Kind, and 
it made the ſtronger Impreſſion upon me, by 
| Reaſon that the Lady had the Reſemblance of 
* the: Charming ———, who would not' ſtay for 
© me-to asKk'it, were'it in her Power to do me ſuch 
"a bend -As-TO contribute 'rowards ſaving the 
is * LNG Ml | | 
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Humble Servant, 
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- — = E R which relleing riouſly upon alla my 
paſtAtions, and heartily wiſhing that I had ſome 
Part ef'my Life to live over again, of which I 
would: Cake a much better Uſe thai I have : And 
after revolving i in my. Mind, the many, Misfortunes 
and Inconveniencies to. which my awn Folly and ill 
Condu& had 'exposd'me, I refolv'd' to give the 
, World an Account- of 1 my whiole Life, in hopes it 


might-prove Acceptable, and alſo' Entertaining ; ; 
| and-E-bgfieve *tis.an Original on this Account, that 


tho? many; have been involved in the Guilt of a 
vicious Courſe of Life by keeping bad' Company ; 
yet but few before me were ever brought thereto, 


by keeping too good Company, of which the 


Cauſe heing Ambition, is one of the many Sins for 
6 which 


— ay 


. I- £ . - - - 
_— nn earns ow 
- LN CD_—_———w_@Cw—eCrCC_RT hes. rs age 
p 2s nn” — =—_ of Ion ore ax” 
0 " - _—_ 


"08 The LIFE of;. - 


ial [ heard #k God.and the Warld Forgive. 
hy that Fees be like a Li ht w- the 


Ing Men to ſhun thoſe 
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ſhipwreck'd,' and that 
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: N.B: On: Wedneſdays 2 the gaeh of this: ſtout 
__ be publiſhed, by. Jotn ;rdghavey Printer, the 
| Right and Tri: Dying-$pj4gh- ivy the Molefadtors, 
" giving at Account alt the Robberies,; parti- 
euarly. Drew's; digs ; Jahnſong William Shelton 
1h y Ahoy , Hi Thwaymen, an and Charles Patrick, 
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